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MEMOIRS OF THE REV. JONATHAN BURR. 


Mr. Burr was born at Red- 
grave, in Suffolk (England) a. 
bout the year 1604. He gave 
early indications of an inquisi- 
tive, studious and pious mind. 
Books were his delight, espe- 
cially the Bible. Like Timothy, 
he knew, even from childhood, 
the holy scriptures, and was 
made wise by them to salvation. 
Hence he was conscientious in 
secret prayer ; his whole deport- 
ment was guarded and serious ; 
and his Sabbaths were entirely 
occupied in the exercises becom- 
ing a day of holy rest. His 
pious parents observed with de- 
light the promising disposition 
of their son; and being desirous 
to consecrate him to the service 
of God and his church, deter. 
mined to bestow upon him a 
learned education ; accordingly, 
after the requisite preparations, 
he was sent to the university. 

Here he had continued three 
or four years, when the course 
of his academical studies was in- 
terrupted by the death of his 
father. This melancholy event 
compelled him prematurely to re- 
tire from the university into the 
country. He undertook the in- 
struction of a school; but, still 
pursued, with unabated ardor, 
the design of accomplishing him. 
self in the various branches of 
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knowledge. In the review of 
these scenes he remarked that 
the awful providence of God in 
his father’s death, which pre. 
cluded him from those employ. 
ments and honors in the univer. 
sity, of which he was so fond, 
produced an effect for which he 
had reason to admire the divine 
wisdom. It promoted in him a 
humility and seriousness, which 
rendered him more fit for the 
great work of turning many to 
righteousness. 

After having preached the gos. 
pel for some time, he was called 
to take the charge of a congre. 
gation in Suffolk. Here he ap. 
proved himself an engaged and 
faithful minister of the New 
Testament. By an explicit and 
solemn covenant, he obligated 
himself to the most conscien- 
tious discharge of his ministerial 
duties. He often and earnest. 
ly prayed, that whatever he 
preached to others, he might 
preach from his own heart-felt 
experience. Yet he not unfre- 
quently complained ; *‘ Alas! I 
preach not what Lam, but what 
I ought to be.” 

His modesty and self-diffi- 
dence were great and uncom- 
mon. He could with difficulty 
imagine, that performances such 
as his, could be mee en of 
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any good. Yet he was some- 
times most happily disappoint- 
‘d. Having been, by much im- 
portunity, prevailed onto preach 
at a distance from home, he re- 
turned, making the most humil- 
iating reflections on his sermon. 
*¢]t must surely be of God,” 
said he, ‘‘if any good be done 
by so unworthy an instrument.’’ 
Yet this sermon was instrument- 
al to the conversion of a person 
of eminence, who heard it, and 
whose future life manifested that 
he was a christian indeed. 

It was his custom, on the Sab. 
bath, to repair from the desk to 
the closet, Having supplicated 
forgiveness of the sins which had 
attended his public performances, 
and adivine blessing to attend 
them, he spent some hours in in- 
structing his family, and praying 
with them. 

He began each day with se- 
cret prayer. He then carefully 
meditated on a chapter of the 
Bible, which he afterward ex- 
pounded to his family, and such 
neighbors as wished to be pre- 
sent with prayer. <A_ similar 
course he pursued at evening. 
Ile generally spent some time 
after dinner in praying with his 
wife. Immediately before re- 
tiring to rest, he employed half 
an hour in recollecting and con- 
fessing the sins of the day, in 
grateful acknowledgments of di- 
vine mercies, and in supplica- 
tions to be prepared for sudden 
death. Previously to each cele- 
bration of the Lord’s supper, 
he kept, with his wife, a day of 
fasting and prayer, not merely 
as a preparative for that sacred 
ordinance, but as a season for 
supplicating the blessing of God 
on his family and neighborhood. 

Absence from home he esteem- 
ed irksome, particularly as it 
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often deprived him of those sea. 
sons of communion with God, 
on which he placed so great a 
value. But when he journeyed 
with his friends, he did not fail 
to edify them by profitable con. 
versation ; especially by instruc. 
tive remarks on such objects and 
occurrences, as presented them. 
selves to his aftention. In the 
recollection of these scenes, he 
was accustomed to inquire, what 
good had been done or gain- 
ed; what useful examples seen, 
and what valuable instructions 
heard ? 

In his ministerial work, he 
was diligent and indefatigable. 
Tospend and be spent for God, 
and for his people, was his de- 
light. Nor did he seem anxious 
for any other reward, than that 
which he found in the service 
itself. If any who hoped that 
they had received spiritual ben- 
efit from his ministrations, sent 
him a token of their gratitude, 
he took occasion to pray, that 
he might not have his portion in 
these things. Nor was he back. 
ward to remind his grateful 
friends, that whatever good they 
had received through him, the 
glory should be ascribed to God 
alone. 

In proportion to the ardor of 
his piety, was the extent and 
vigor of his charity. | He sin- 
cerely loved his fellow-creatures ; 
and while their eternal interests 
prest with weight on his heart, 
he entered with lively sympathy 
into their temporal afflictions. 
Rarely did he visit the poor with- 
out communicating what was 
comfortable to the body, as well 
as what was instructive and sal- 
utary to the soul. For the 


general interests of religion in 
the world, he felt so lively 4 
concern, that his personal joys 
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and sorrows seemed inconsidera- 
ble in comparison. When he 
heard things favorable concern. 
ing the church, he was accus- 
tomed to say; Blessed be God, 
that it goes well with his cause, 
whatever becomes of me. ‘Those 
things which brought dishonor 
on the name of God, excited his 
strongest sensibilities. But un- 
der personal injuries, he was ex- 
emplarily meek and__ patient. 

When informed that any thought 
meanly of him, his reply was, 
‘¢ [ think meanly of myself, and 
therefore may well be content 
that othersthink meanly of me !”’ 
When charged with what was 
faulty, he remarked; ‘‘ If men 
see so much, what does God 
see |? 

Being silenced in England, 
with many others, for the éesti- 
mony of Jesus ; and apprehend. 
ing that calamities were in store 
for the nation, he set his face for 
the American continent. Wil- 
ling to forego all worldly ad- 
vantages, that he might enjoy 
the ordinances of the gospel in 
their purity, he removed with 
his family to New England; and 
not long after his arrival, was 
invited by the church in Dor- 
chester, to officiate as an assist- 
ant to their pastor, Mr. Richard 
Mather. After a while, some 
infelicities arose between these 
good men, occasioned by a di- 
versity of opinion on certain 
points, then much agitated in the 
country. but by the interven- 
tion of a council, the breach 
washealed. The spirit of meck- 
ness and love triumphed, the 
mutual affection of the ministers 


‘was restored, and the peace of 


the church ‘happily re-estab- 
lished. 


The year following his arrival, 
Mr. Burr was taken sick of the 


small-pox; from which however 
he recovered, and came forth as 
gold tried in the fire. This oc- 
casion he embraced to renew the 
solemn dedication of himself to 
God and his service; which he 
did in the following form : 

“J, Jonaruan Burr, being 
brought in the arms of Almigh. 
ty God over the vast ocean, 
with my family and frieuds, and 
graciously provided for in a 
wilderness ; and being sensible 
of my own vunprofitableness and 
self-see king; yet of infinite mer- 
cy, being c alled to the tremen- 
dous work of feeding souls; and 
being of Jate, with my far mily de- 
livered cut of the great aflliction 
of the smali-pox; and having 
found the fruit of that afiiiction ; 
God tempering and mitigating 
the evil thereof, so that L have 
been graciously and speedily de- 
livered ; i do promise and vow 
to Him who hath done all things 
for me; 

First, that I will aim only at 
his glory, and the good of souls, 
and not myself and vain glory. 

Secondly, 1 will walk humbly 
with lower thought of myself, 
considering what a poor crea. 
ture | an—a puff of breath, sus. 
tained only by the power of his 
grace. 

Therefore, 

Thirdly, I will be more watch. 
ful over my own heart, to keep 
it in a clear frame of holiness 
and obedience, without running 


out so far to the creature; for 


I have seen that he is my only 
help in time of need. 

Fourthly, I will put more 
weight upon that firm promise 
and sure truth, that God is a 
God hearing prayer. 

Fifthly, I will set up God 
more in my family, more in my- 
sclf, my wife, children and ser- 
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vants; conversing with them in 
a more serious and constant 
manner ; for this Gop aimed at, 
in sending his hand into my fam. 
ily at this time. 


Memento mort. 
In meipso, nihil ; in Christo, omne.* 


His conversation afterwards 
happily corresponded with these 
devout resolutions. The most 
experienced christians in the 
country found his ministry, and 
his whole deportment, breathing 
much of the spirit of a better 
world. Theeminent Mr. Hook- 
er, once hearing him preach, re- 
marked, ‘* Surely this man will 
not be long out of heaven, for 
he preaches, as if he were there 
already.” 

His last sickness was uniform. 
ly marked with exemplary pa- 
tience and submission. His 
wife, perceiving his willingness 
to die, asked him whether he was 
desirous to leave her and his 
children. He replied in the neg- 
ative; ‘* but I bless God,”’ he 
added, ‘‘ that now my will is the 
Lord’s will. If he will have me 
live yet with my dear wife and 
children, I am willing, I will say 
to you my dear wie and chil- 
dren, as the apostle says ; It zs 
better for you that 1 abide with 
you; but it ts better for me to 
be dissolved and be with Christ.”’ 
Perceiving her deep affliction, he 
urged her to acquiesce in that 
wise and all sufficient God, who 
would be better to her than ten 
husbands. ‘* Our parting,”’ says 
he, ‘‘is but for a time; I am 
sure we Shall one day meet 
again.” At another time, ob- 
serving her constantly attending 
him, he begged her to retire, and 


* In myself, nothing ; in Christ, 
every thing. 
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pray. ‘* You know not,” said 
he, ** what you may obtain from 
God. I fear you look too much 
on this affliction.”’ 

A day or two before his death, 
he blessed his children. | When 
the last scene came on, he had a 
sharp conflict ; but it was short. 
One standing ~ by remarking ; 
**this is one of Satan’s last as- 
saults; his work is now almost 
at an end; he is a subtle enemy, 
and would, if it were possible, de. 
ceive the very elect ;’ Mr. Burr 
seized the coucluding expres- 
sion; ‘‘if it were possible,” 
said he, ‘* but blessed be God! 
there is no possibility.” He 
then requested to be left alone 
for prayer. But seeing the com- 
pany reluctant to depart, he 
prayed in Latin, as long as he 
had strength. He then called 
for his wife, and steadfastly fix. 
ing his eyes upon her, said, *‘ cast 
thy care upon God, for he car- 
eth for thee.”? He added, about 
half an hour afterward, hold 
fast, hold fast! and expired, 
August 9, 1641. 


** Sure the last end 
Of the good man is peace.” 
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SALMASIUS. 


SALMAstIus, of an ancient and 
noble family in France, was 
born in the year 1596. He was 
a man of very extraordinary 
abilities, and profound erudi- 
tion. He was knowing in al. 
most every thing; in school di- 
vinity, in law, in philosophy, in 
criticism; and he was so consum- 
mate a linguist, that there was 
scarcely a language in which he 
had not, attained a considerable 
proficiency. He was perfect in 
Greek and Latin; he under- 
stood the Hebrew, Arabic, Per- 
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sic, Egyptian, Chinese, &c. and 
he was well acquainted with all 
the European languages. 

His works are very numerous, 
and on various subjects. They 
gained him as much fame as 
strong powers and vast erudition 
can procure. His name was 
sounded throughout Europe; and 
he had great oiters from foreign 
princes and universities. The 
Venetians thought his residence 
among them would be such an 
honor, that they ofiered a pro- 
digious stipend; the university 
of Oxford made some attempts 
to get himinto Hngland; and 
the pope invited him to settle at 
Rome. Cardina) Richelieu 
used all possible means to detain 
him in France, even desiring him 
to make his own terms; and 
Christiana, queen of Sweden, 
showed him extraordinary marks 
of esteem and regard. 
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When this celebrated man 
arrived at the evening of life, 
and found leisure to reflect se. 
riously on the great end of his 
being, he acknowledged that he 
had too much, and too earnestly, 
engaged in literary pursuits; and 
had greatly overlooked those ob- 
jects in which true and solid 
happiness consists. “Oh!” 
said he, ‘1 have lost an immense 
portion of time; time, that most 
precious thing in the world! 
Had I but one year more, it 
should be spent in studying Da- 
vid’s Psalms, and Paul’s Epis. 
tles.”’ ‘* Oh! Sirs,” said he to 
those about him, ‘‘mind the 
world jess, and Gop more; ‘The 
fear of the Lorn, that is wisdom ; 
and to depart from evil, that is 
understanding.’ ”’ 


Lindley Murray. 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 





TRUE REPENTANCE EXEMPLIFIED IN THE EXPERIENCE OF THE 
PSALMIST. 


Concluded from page 122. 


8. Tue penitent psalmist ex- 
presses a desire to enjoy the spe- 
cial favor of God. ‘* Make me 
to hear joy and gladness. Re- 
store unto me the joy of thy sal- 
vation.”? Before his fall he had 
sensibly enjoyed the light of 
God’s countenance and his lov- 
ing kindness, which is better than 
life. But his sins had separated 
between him and his God. Hence 
darkness and distress oppressed 
his mind, and he could have no 
rest till he might again approach 
God, as his father and friend,, 


and experience the joys of his 
salvation. The true penitent 
fears that God is still displeased, 
while the Holy Spirit does not 
enlighten his mind, and comfort 
and rejoice his heart. Whenever 
God hides his face from his chil- 
dren, they are troubled. Nor 
can they be happy, till God shed 
abroad his love in their hearts, 
and enable them to cry, Abba, 
Father; And when sinners turn 
to God, in the exercise of true 
repentance, they always earnest. 


ly desire that God would cause 
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them to experience holy joy and 
gladness. 

9. The psalmist implored the 
gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit. ‘*Take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me. Uphold me by 
thy free Spirit.”? Sensible that 
he had greatly grieved and pro- 
voked this heavenly Comforter, 
he was fearful he should be left 
in a state of spiritual darkness 
and distress all hisdays. He felt 
his dependence, his constant need 
of divine influence, and therefore 
fervently prayed that the Holy 
Spirit might uphold him. All 
penitents are sensible of their 
darkness, weakness, and dead- 
ness ; and that they are wholly 
dependent on divine influence for 
Spiritual light, strength and life. 
They are, therefore, fearful of 
grieving the Holy Spirit ; and if 
they have provoked God to with- 
draw his gracious influences, they 
are troubled. 

10. The psalmist expressed an 
ardent desire to be delivered from 
the power of sin. ‘‘ Purge me 
with hyssop and I shall be clean; 
wash me and [ shall be whiter 
than snow. Create within me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me.”’ Dis- 
cerning the evil nature of sin, 
impressed with a deep conviction 
of his own depravity, and hav- 
ing experienced its bitter fruits, 
he desired a perfect deliverance 
from every sinful affection. 
Should a penitent know that his 
Sins were pardoned, and that he 
shall never suffer the least pun- 
ishment, his hatred of sin would 
not be lessened. He would still 
exclaim, ‘‘ O, wretched man that 
I am! Who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?” 
Vain thoughts, foolish imagina. 
tions, vile affections and desires, 
are the constant burden of every 
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christian ; nor can he be satisfied 
with himself, tilt he be perfectly 
holy and without blemish. 

11. The psalmist expresses a 
desire and determination to glo. 
rify God. Conscious that by 
his sins he had greatly dishonor. 
ed and injured the cause of God; 
he was desirous to do all in his 
power to remove the reproach; 
and he ardently implored the in. 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, that 
he might be active and useful in 
the service of the church. ** Then 
will I teach transgressors thy 
ways, and sinners shall be con. 
verted unto thee. O Lord, open 
thou my lips, and my mouth 
shall shew forth thy praise !” 
When sinners see the evil of their 
ways, and penitently turn from 
them, they desire and resolve to 
glorify their God and Redeemer, 
by activity and diligence in his 
service. 

12. The psalmist prays for the 
prosperity of the church. ‘* Do 
good in thy good pleasure unto 
Zion, build thou the walls of 
Jerusalem.’”? When the pen. 
itent considers from what a state 
of guilt and wretchedness he hai 
been delivered, his heart is filled 
with compassion for those, whe 
are yet in their sins. ‘*I beheld 
the transgressor and was griev- 
ed; because they kept not thy 
word. Rivers of waters run 
down mine eyes, because they 
keep not thy law.”’ Saints weep, 
when they see how the church is 
divided and how it Janguishes. 
They weep, when they see how 
God is dishonored, the Saviour 
despised, and the gospel of peace 
and salvation neglected and con- 
temned. They weep, when they 
see the multitudes of their fel- 
low men, who are filling up the 
measure of their iniquity, 20 
hastening to suffer the deserve! 
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vengeance of Almighty God. 
For the salvation of perishing 
men, their fervent prayers ascend 
to God; and in proportion to 
their love to God and their com- 
passion for men, will be the fer- 
vency and importunity of their 
prayers for the advancement of 
true religion. 

From the religious experiences 
of the psalmist, it is evident that 
there is a great and interesting 
reality in experimental religion. 
Of this truth no christian has 
any doubt ; yet is it not a mel- 
ancholy fact, that to some, who 
profess to be christians, and even 
ministers of Christ, experimental 
religion is a subject of ridicule 
and contempt? Have not the 
great and glorious revivals of re- 
ligion, with which God has, with- 
in a few years, blessed and re- 
freshed many of his churches in 
the United States, occasioned the 
impious sneer of some professors 
of christianity ? Should such 
ministers, and such professors, 
examine the experiences of saints, 
as they are recorded in the holy 
scriptures, they might easily per- 
ceive that conviction and conver- 
sion, and the influences of the 
Divine Spirit, are no delusion. 
When they ridicule and oppose 
religious experiences, and revi- 
vals of religion, they pierce the 
church of Christ with poisoned 
arrows. Let them read the ac- 
count, which the Holy Spirit has 
recorded, of the experiences of 
Job and David, of Isaiah and 
Daniel, of Paul and the primitive 
christians, and no more deny the 
reality, importance and necessit y 
of experimental religion: or let 
them be consistent and openly 
profess their infidelity, and re. 
}ection of the truth as it is in Je. 
sus. It becomes them well te 
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consider, that the Holy Spirit 
has described them, ‘‘ as having 
the form of godliness, but deny- 
ing its power.” 

In the experience of christians, 
the fundamental and distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the gospel are 
also illustrated and confirmed. 
The holy scriptures contain a 
revelation of divine truth, re- 
specting the most important and 
interesting subjects. They ex- 
hibit the character of God, and 
the relations and obligations of 
intelligent creatures to their Cre- 
ator. They plainly assert the 
depraved, guilty and condemned 
state of all the human race. They 
exhibit a gracious and glorious 
method of pardon and salvation, 
through the infinite mercy and 
compassion of God, in Christ 
Jesus. They plainly teach the 
doctrine of the efficacious grace of 
the Holy Spirit in enlight. 
cning and convincing the minds, 
and in sanctifying, comforting 
and rejoicing the hearts of the 
heirs of salvation. These doc- 
trines are not subjects of doubt- 
ful disputation, or of dry specu- 
lation. The Lord Jesus Christ 
says, ‘* The words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit and 
they are life.’ |The spiritual 
power and the life-giving in- 
fluence of divine truth are expe- 
rienced by all christians. They 
were realized in the gracious ex- 
periences of the psatmist, who 
perceived the purity of the di- 
vine Character, and the extent 
and spirituality of the divine law. 
He realized the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin, and the deceitfulness 
and desperate wickedness of his 
own heart ; the beauty and glo- 
ry of divine justice, by which he 
was condemned to endless perdi- 
tion. He realized the necessity 
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of forgiveness, through the sove- 
reign mercy of God in Jesus 
Christ ; the necessity of sancti- 
fication, through the special and 
invincible grace of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Let it not seem strange, 
then, that christians, who feel 
the blessed influence of divine 
truth, ** contend earnestly for 
the faith, which was once deliv. 
éred to the saints.”” ** Beloved, 
be no more children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about by 
every wind of ductrine by the 
sleight of men and cunning craft- 
tiness, whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive. Secing ye know 
these things before, beware lest 
ye also, being led away with the 
error of the wicked, fall from 
your own steadfastness. As new 
born babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word that ye may 
grow thereby ; if so be ye have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious. 
Grow in grace and in the | nowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.”” And then you 
will have, in your daily experi- 
ence, an illustration and con. 
firmation of the precious and 
purifying doctrines of the gos- 
pel. 

In view of the religious expe- 
riences of the psalmist, true pen- 
itents may be encouraged and 
comforted. They have such a 
conviction of the depravity of 
their hearts, and of the sinful- 
ness of their actions, that they 
are often greatly disheartened and 
distressed. All their thoughts, 
affections, and actions often seem 
to themselves to be wholly defil- 
ed with sin. It isevident, that 
the views and feelings of such 
persons agree with those, which 





the psalmist has expressed in the 
penitential psalms. Self-condem. 
nation and self-abhorrence are 
distinguishing characteristics of 
saints. Abraham calls himself, 
** but dust and ashes.’”? Jacob 
declared that he was not worthy 
of the least of all the mercies, 
which God had shewed him. 
Job exclaimed: ** Behold, I am 
vile. I abhor myself, and re. 
pent in dust and ashes.”” Agur 
said, ‘‘Surely | am more brutish 
than any man.”’ Isaiah cries, 
‘* Woe is me, for Lam undone; 
for | am aman of unclean lips.” 
By the same prophet the church 
says, ** We are all as an unclean 
thing, all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags.’ ‘* For I 
know that in me,” says Paul, 
** that is, in my flesh, dwelleth 
no good thing.’”’ He declares 
that he was the chief of sinners, 
and less than the least of all saints. 
They then, who now have a deep 
and abiding sense of sin, do not, 
in this respect, differ from the 
most eminent saints, whose spir- 
itual views and exercises are re. 
corded in the holy scriptures. 
They ought not, therefore, to 
conclude that they are not chris. 
tians. ‘They have one peculiar 
and distinguishing trait of the 
christian character. Knowing 
their own guilt and depravity, 
they must realize their need of 
the Almighty Saviour; whose 
blood cleanseth fromall sin. Let 
them go to him, who is able to 
save, evento the uttermost, all 
who come to God through him. 
Behold, he says ‘* Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.”’ 
SeRAlAlt. 
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SELECTIONS. 


We most cordially recommend to the attention of our readers generally, anvf@ 
to the Congregational Ministers and Churches of Massachusctts in par- 
ticular, the following seasonable and excellent Address. EpirTors. 


AN ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT, 
TO THE CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS AND CHURCHES OF THE 
STATE, ON THE IMPORTANCE OF UNITED ENDEAVOURS TO RE- 


VIVE GOSPEL DISCIPLINE. 


REVEREND AND BELOVED, 


Tue General Association, in 
addressing you, assume no au- 
thoritative or juridical right over 
you; nor do they expect to sug- 
gest any new ideas on the subject 
of evangelical discipline: But, 
as brethren in the common faith, 
they would attempt ** To stir up 
your pure minds by way of re- 
membrance”’ of the duties which 
you owe to the interests of Zion. 

“¢ The free circulation of the 
blood, and the proper discharge 
of all the animal functions, are 
not more necessary to the health 
of the body, than the discipline, 
which Christ has instituted, to 
the spiritual health and prosper. 
ity of his body, the church.” 
Every particular church is as ‘a 
city, set on a hill, which cannot 
be hid.” Itis a ‘‘ spectacle to 
the world, to angels, and to 
men.”? Those who are without, 
will judge of the christian relig. 
ion by the conduct of its pro. 
fessors. Itis, therefore of high 
importance, as it respects the 
honor of God our Saviour, and 
the advancement and glory of his 
spiritual kingdom, that his re. 
ligion, as exhibited in the exam- 
ple of his professed friends, 
should be commendeid to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of 
God. If the discipline of Christ’s 
church is grossly neglected, his 
enemies will hiss, and wag their 
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heads in derision, and contempt, 
saying, ‘‘ Is this the city, which 
men call the perfection of beau- 
ty, the joy of the whole earth !”’ 

No visible society of professing 
christians can appear ‘‘ comely 
as Jerusalem, and terrible as an 
army with banners,” any farther 
than its members are careful to 
preserve the purity of christian 
doctrine and practice, by main- 
taining that wholesome disci. 
pline, for which Christ has given 
them authority and command- 
ment. To a prevalent neglect 
of this discipline we must ascribe 
many of the difficulties which are 
found in our churches ; difficul- 
ties by which the beauty of Zion 
is marred, and the blessed Re. 


deemer is daily wounded in the. 


house of his friends. Until a 
sincere and united attempt is 
made to remedy these evils, we 
must be deeply guilty of unfaith- 
fulness to our divine Master, and 
to the souls for which he died. 

As means, under the divine 
blessing, of reviving primitive 
christian discipline in the 
churches, and of promoting the 
glory of the Redeemer, in their 
spiritual edification, we recom. 
mend and urge the following 
things :-— 

That due care be exercised in 
the admission of members to com- 
munion in our churches. From 
the neglect of this arise many oc» 
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casions of discipline, and many 
obstacles to its faithful execu- 
tion. Although God alone can 
judge the hearts of men, yet none 
should be encouraged to enter 
our churches, but such, as pro- 
fess their faith in Christ, and, in 
the judgment of charity, are 
christians. Christ says, ‘* He, 
that is not with me, is against 
me, and he, that gathereth not 
with me, scattereth abroad.’’ 
Unsanctified persons know not 
how to govern, nor can they be 
governed by gospel principles. 
They cannot feel the force of 
gospel motives, and, of course, 
cannot confess Christ before men, 
with any reasonable hope of wit- 
nessing a good confession, or of 
so demeaning themselves, on all 
occasions, as not to bring re- 
proach on that sacred name, by 
which they are called. If they 
outwardly respect Christ’s com. 
mandments, it will be only from 
interested and unholy motives ; 
and when hardly pressed with 
temptation, they will be sure to 
break through such feeble re- 
straints, and bring dishonor on 
religion. Vows will not bind 
those, who do not love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. How- 
ever regular and circumspect 
their general deportment, they 
will always be liable, from a 
want of that ‘‘ charity, which 
secketh not her own,”’ to depart 
from Christ’s commandments ;”’ 
and show, by incontestible signs, 
that their hearts are not right 
with God. 

Besides, when such as are 
christians only in name, and 
profession, fall into censurable 
wickedness, they will very impa- 
tiently endure the discipline, 
which is divinely instituted for 
reclaiming offenders. Governed 
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only by a regard to private in- 
terest and reputation, graceless 
professors will, with extreme re. 
luctance, be brought to make 
such retractions and acknowl. 
edgments, as will wipe away the 
scandal in the eyes of the world. 
But this is not all :—When 
churches are composed of mem. 
bers, who have only the form, 
without the power of godliness, 
it must needs be, not only that 
offences will come, but that the 
discipline, which the gospel re- 
quires to be exercised toward the 
offenders, will be wholly neglect. 
ed. Unrenewed men feel none of 
those obligations, which bind the 
real disciple to his Master,and the 
interests of hiskingdom. Hence 
they will naturally find excuses 
for their offending brethren, and 
neglect to do their duty to them, 
from a secret hope, that their 
own offences will be treated with 
the more indulgence, when they 
trespass. 

By a few members of this 
character, a whole church may 
be embarrassed and frustrated, 
in attempting to reclaim one, 
who has sinned. It is an obvi- 
ous truth, therefore, that one of 
the best preventives of an evil, 
so great, and so justly lamented, 
must be furnished by giving due 
instructions respecting the qual- 
ifications, which Christ requires 
of those, who unite with his vis- 
ible family ; and by due care on 
the part of the pastors and the 
churches, to receive none, but 
those, who appear to be the real 
disciples of Jesus. 

To prevent occasions for dis- 
cipline, and the many evils which 
always result from a neglect of 
it, we exhort the members of the 
churches to be circumspect, 
watchful and prayerful. 
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They should often call to re- 
membrance the solemn engage- 
ments, by which they have bound 
themselves to depart from all in- 
iquity; feel their high relation 
to Christ, as the subjects of his 
visible kingdom, and their indis- 
pensable obligations to commend 
his religion to the consciences of 
men, and to avoid bringing it 
into reproach in the eyes of the 
world. With the ignorant or 
superficially informed, the wick- 
ed example of a single professor, 
often casts an odium on all, who 
bear the name of Christ, and sug- 
gests doubts as to the divine ori- 
gin of hisreligion. How impor- 
tant, then, that christians should 
*¢ shine as lights,”’ that those may 
be silenced and ashamed, who 
seek for occasion to heap re- 
proach and scandal on the chris- 
tian name. Were all professing 
christians solicitous to be holy, 
and without blame ; christianity 
would live in the consciences, 
though still excluded from the 
hearts, of the impenitent. De- 
praved as the world is, it would 
be constrained to take knowledge 
of professors, that they had been 
with Jesus ; that they had im- 
bibed his spirit ; and that there 
was no occasion for saying to 
them ** What do ye more than 
others 2”? In view of this, we 
entreat you, brethren, to watch 
over one another, to pray one 
for another, and to exhort and 
admonish one another. Do this, 
and censurable immoralities and 
gross heresies would not only be 
few, and the offenders more easi- 
ly reclaimed ; but all would more 
cheerfully and strictly obey the 
divine direction, to ‘‘ shun the 
very appearance of evil.” **A 
watchful eye upon the state of 
the church, and of particular 


members, with seasonable in- 
ter position, may do more towards 
the preservation of good order, 
than all other things put together. 
Discourage whisperings, back. 
bitings, and jealousies. Frown 
on talebearers, and give no ear to 


their tales. Nip contention in > 


the bud. Adjust differences in 
civil matters, [so far as possible, | 
among yourselves. bring to- 
gether, at an early period, those, 
in whom misconception and dis- 
trust have begun to operatc, ere 
ill opinion ripen into settled dis. 
like. By frank and timely expla- 
nation, in the presence of a com- 
mon friend ¢hat may be healed 
in an hour, which, if permitted to 
proceed, a series of years cannot 
eradicate. Be affectionately free 
with one another. Give tender 
and faithful hints, when it ap. 
pears to you, that one of your 
brethren is in danger of being 
drawn aside from the principles 
or spirit of the gospel. —_ Let all 
be given, from their first entering 
into communion with you, to 
expect them. If any one take 
offence at such treatment, give 
him to understand, that he, who 
cannot endure a caution or re. 
proof, is unfit for christian soci. 
ety, and is in the utmost danger 
of falling into mischief.’’* 
Whenever there is occasion 
for a regular process against an 
offender, the rule which is given 
in the eighteenth chapter of the 
gospel according to St. Matthew, 
is perfect, and sacredly and inva- 
riably binding: ‘‘ If thy broth. 
er,’ &c. If any member of a 
church commit an offence, which 
is known to but one of his breth- 
ren, and to no other persons, 
who can be witnesses to the of- 


* Fuller’s Discipline of the Primi- 
tive Churches. 
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fence ; such brother is bound to 
tell him his fault privately, and 
to take the best measures to bring 
him to repentance. But if un- 
successful, instead of proceed. 
ing asin other cases, he must, 
through want of evidence, refer 
the final trial to the great day, 
in which every work shall be 
brought into judgment, with eve- 
ry secret thing. But the rule 
before cited, is intended for all 
cases, which may occur, under 
such circumstances, that evidence 
can be obtained to convict the 
offender, whether the offence be 
more privately committed, or in 
the most public manner. A rule, 
so completely adapted to every 
possible case, cannot be devised 
by the wisdom and benevolence 
of men. If the offence be ever 
so public, no other measures can 
be conceived, so perfectly suited 
to convince and reclaim the of- 
fender, as for one suitable person 
to go and tell him his fault, in 
private, and labor with chris- 
tian tenderness to touch his con- 
science, and lead him to make 
the requisite satisfaction. This 
method is much more likely to 
convince and gain the offender, 
than criminating him, by the first 
step, before a public tribunal. 
Citing him before a public tribu- 
nal, without the previous steps, 
would tend to call into repulsive 
operation the strong passions of 
pride and shame, and thus render 
him obstinate and irreclaimable. 
Whereas keeping close to the 
mild gospel rule, would give the 
offender the fairest opportunity 
for serious reflection, and for of- 
fering satisfaction, without the 
appearance of its being extorted : 
and a multitude of painful cir- 
cumstances, which must attend a 
public investigation and trial be. 


fore the church would be avoid. 
ed. Ifthe first, or the second 
step be successful, all the ends 
of discipline are answered ; but 
if not, the offence will be pre. 
sented to the cognizance of the 
church, in the best way, which 
can be conceived. Let the de- 
linqguent have suitable time to 
pare for his defence. Let the ac- 
cusation be definitely stated in 
writing. And if, after a full 
hearing, there should not be 
unanimity on the question of 
guilty or not guilty ; minorities 
must acquiesce in the opinion of 
majorities, and on no account 
ever speak slanderously of the 
church’s proceedings behind their 
backs, and before an ungodly 
world. 

The want of a proper christian 
temper, however, in the prose- 
cutor, often defeats all the good 
intentions of this plain rule of 
duty in the family of Christ. We 
therefore most earnestly exhort 
every brother, who would under. 
take a course of christian disci- 
pline, carefully and prayerfully 
to remove the beam out of his 
own eye, before he attempts to 
pull the mote out of the eye of 
his brother. Let the spirit of 
Christ guide in the whole proce. 
dure. Let candor, moderation 
and gentleness be joined with 
patience, long suffering and pru. 
dence ; and all be done with an 
earnest aim to promote the good 
of the offender, the glory of God, 
and the edification of the church. 
Without this spirit, discipline is 
worse than omitted ; it is but a 
quarrel, originating in carnal af. 
fections, and invariably makes 
bad worse, by spreading the leav. 
en of malice, contention and 
strife through the whole com« 
munity: 
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As the sentence of excommu- 
nication becomes exceedingly 
dreadful, when ratified by the 
Great Head of the church ; we 
must not suppose, that the ‘‘keys 
of the kingdom of heaven’’ are 
committed to any church, where, 
during the procedure, there is not 
solemn and earnest prayer, much 
deep humiliation, and mourning 
for sin, by all the members ; and 
where the body have not deep im- 
pression of their own approach- 
ing appearance before the tribu- 
nal of Jesus Christ, together 
witha meek, forgiving and com- 
passionate temper towards the 
offender.* Remember, christian 
brethren, that, in all these things, 
the manner is often no less im- 


| portant than the maffer, in gain- 


ing the ends of this institution. 
We would by no means coun- 

tenance the modern opinion, false- 

Jy called liberal, which considers 


* The ‘solemn and earnest pray- 
er,” the ‘deep humiliation and 
mourning for sin,” and the, ‘ im- 
pression of an approaching appear- 
ance before the tribunal of Jesus 
Christ,” here recommended, are un- 
questionably of high importance, 
at all times, and especially, ‘* dur- 
ing” every disciplinary ‘‘ procedure” 
ina church. We cannot, however, 
suppose the ‘** General Association” 
would be understood to mean, that 
the authority delegated by Christ to 
2 particular church is withdrawn, 
and that no act of discipline is in 
such a sense valid, as to be bound, or 
ratified in heaven, unless the tem- 
per and manner of ‘all the mem- 
bers,” be exactly conformable to the 
gospel. Solong as a church abides 
upon the foundation, and so far ad- 
heres to the order of the gospel as 
hot to lose its character, as a church 
of Christ, we think it not to be doubt- 
ed, that the power of the keys is still 
continued, and every act of censure, 
Warranted by the gospel, is * ratified 

y the Great Head of the church.” 
Editors. 


heretics and covenant-breakers, 
as not amenable to the authority 
of the church. By a heretic, 
we mean one who obstinately ad- 
heres to some essential error, 
subversive of the atonement by 
Christ, or rendering his cross ** of 
none effect.”? St. Paul classes 
heresies, with works of the flesh, 
as excluding from the kingdom 
of God. Those, who pretended 
that men’s obedience to the mor- 
al or ceremonial law, was the 
ground of their justification be- 
fore God, were objects of his 
pointed reprobation; and Hy- 
meneus and Philetus were severe- 
ly censured for denying the re. 
surrection of the dead. St. Pe- 
ter speaks of those, who shall 
‘¢privily bring in damnable her- 
esies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction.”’ 
Ought doctrines, stamped with 
such a character, by the unerr- 
ing decision of the Holy Ghost, 
to be viewed as harmless in the 
church of Christ ? Can any one 
be sound in the faith, while em- 
bracing a damnable heresy ? or 
innocent, when denying the Lord 
that bought him ? or safe, inthe 
way toswift destruction ? It ap- 
pears to us, that St. John’s gos- 
pel, and much of his first epistle, 
were directed against those, who 
denied the divinity, personality, 
and Messiahship of Christ. And, 
in condemning the heresy of the 
Nicolaitans, and of Jezebel, he 
plainly teaches that all doctrines, 
tending to more ungodliness, and 
encouraging fleshly lusts, ought 
to be hated, avoided and purged 
from the church. Such as can- 
not be reclaimed from essential 
errors, after a first and second 
admonition, we conceive, are to 
be rejected, as having invalidated 
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their own profession, and forfeit- 
ed their standing as visible chris- 
tians. ‘* How can two walk to- 
gether, except they be agreed ?”’ 
We earnestly beseech the church- 
es, in such cases, not to be drawn 
aside from their duty, through 
the cunning craftiness of those, 
who, ‘‘ by good words and fair 
speeches, deceive the hearts of 
the simple.’”? There is a pru- 
dence, that dwells with wisdom ; 
but there is also a wordly, time- 
serving prudence, which has no 
affinity to that heaven-born grace. 
The loss of members from our 
churches, by desertion, ought, 
in no measure, to deter the fol- 
lowers of Christ from the straight 
path of his commandments. Bet- 
ter is it that the church should 
be a small, select band, cemented 
by ardent love to their Master 
and his interest, than the discor- 


dant multitude, without harmony 


of sentiment and affection. The 
three hundred, that lapped under 
Gideon, the type of Christ, were 
more potent than the mighty host 
of Midian and Amalek. Union 
is the strength and beauty of our 
Zion. Union, not numbers, will 
make her, ‘‘ terrible as an army 
with banners.”’ 

In this connexion, we deem it 
worthy of consideration, whether 
the sin of covenant-breaking be 
not too little regarded in our 
churches. A person, not charge. 
able with gross heresy or scandal, 
sometimes forsakes the  wor- 
ship and communion of the 
church, with which he had cov- 
enanted to walk. Insuchacase, 
the violation of his engagements 
does, by no means, absolve his 
brethren from theirs. The breach 
of his vows renders the obliga- 
tion of theirs not the less solemn 
and indispensable ; nor can he 
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be properly given up as irre, 
claimable, until every attempt to 
convince and reclaim him, shal 
have proved ineffectual. 

The care of baptized children 
and youth is a matter of too se. 
rious importance to be forgotten 
in this address. ‘The prevalent 
neglect, in our churches, of a 
duty, so great and obvious, ought 
to excite the deep concern of all, 
who love the welfare of Zion, 
*¢ Perhaps there is no obligation, 
disregarded with less remorse, or 
more fatal effects, than that of 
bringing up youth in the ** nur. 
tureand admonition of the Lord.” 
Christian families are as certain. 
ly the nurseries of the church 
upon earth, as she is herself the 
nursery of the church in heaven, 
Nor is there a more alarming 
symptom of her condition, than 
the few, the very few, who tread 
in the steps of their religious 
parents. Old christians are dy. 
ing off, and a proportionabl: 
number of young ones, does not 
step forward to occupy theit 
stations. Wo to that genera. 
tion, by which the testimony of 
God shall be abandoned !—but 
wo also to that generation, which 
is preparing the ‘* seed of evil 
doers,’? that shall perform the 
accursed work ! They who now 
fill the christian church, ought 
to tremble, lest at their doors 
should be laid the guilt of rear- 
ing an infidel progeny ; andat 
their hands be required the blood 
of sons and daughters to be born 
in ages to come. If any thing 
vigorous is to be expected in rem- 
edying the evil, christians must 
pause. They must ask, whether 
or not they do right in coveting 
for their offspring, that friend- 
ship of the world ‘* which is et- 
mity with God :”? whether they 
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can now excuse themselves to 
their consciences, or will hereaf- 
ter stand blameless before their 
Judge, for their unfaithfulness 
io the children ** whom he hath 
given them ;”’ for their conniv- 
ance at those profligate habits, 
which are carrying pestilence in- 
to the bosom of domestic socie- 
ty; for the pitiable and criminal 
vanity of qualifying their boys 
and their girls for entering, with 
eclat [applause, | into that very 
wurid, from which the voice of 
their God has enjoined them and 
theirs to ** come out and be sep- 
arate,”’ they hope to be acknowl- 
edged by him, as his ‘‘sons and 
daughters.’’* 

We exhort the churches to 
think on this subject; to think 
on it with a serious, prayerful, 
attention, correspondent with its 
immense importance. ‘The most 
plausible objections of those, 
who deny the divine right of in- 
faut baptism, are furnished by 
our criminal inattention to such, 
as have been solemnly dedicated 
to God. If wedo not all be- 
lieve that the promises to faithful 
parents are absolute, we all a- 
gree, that they afford the greatest 
encouragement. We all agree, 
that our vows of allegiance to 
Christ bind us to admonish pa- 
rents, that are unfaithful; and 
that, in some important sense, 
the care and authority of the 
church extend to the children of 
all, who are themselves in cove. 
nant. The neglect of these du- 
ties, as it mars the honor, hin- 
ders the prosperity, and hazards 
the safety, of the church, is in- 
deed a criminal neglect. As it 
endangers the souls of the rising 
seneration, beset, in this day, 


* Christian’s Magazine. 


with the prevailing temptations 
of error and ungodliness, it is 
no less crue/, than criminal. 

To promote greater attention 
to the religious education of bap- 
tized children, we beg leave to 
recommend the following things : 

That christian parents endeay- 
our to give their children, every 
practible advantage to become 
capable of reading the bible, and 
of repeating the Assembly’s cat- 
echism, as early as possible : 

That they spend, at least, one 
hour with them, every Sabbath, 
in prayer, catechising and famil. 
iar instruction in the doctrines 
and duties of religion : 

That they teach them to sane. 
tify the Lord’s day, by a stated 
and serious attendance on pub- 
lic worship, reading the scrip. 
tures and such other exercises, 
as are proper for holy time: 

That they require them to at. 
tend public catechisings till they 
are fourteen years of age, and 
thenceforward, during their mi- 
nority, to attend seasons, that 
they may be appointed by their 
pastor, for the religious instruc. 
tion of youth: 

That they restrain them from go- 
ing into irregularand vicious com- 
pany, and places of dangerous 


resort, and from being abroad | 


unseasonably, and especially on 
the evening of the sabbath : 

That they train them up in the 
habitual recollection of their 
solemn dedication to God; of 
the relation, which they bear to 
his church ; and the peculiar ob. 
ligations, which they are under, 
in due time, personally, and 
publicly to own Christ. 

We recommend that every 
church appoint the deacons, or 
some other meet persons, as a 
committee, to assist the pastor 
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in public catechising, and in 
such family visits as may be 
agreed upon, for the purpose of 
enquiry into the state of baptiz- 
ed children, and of urging their 
parents to faithfulness. The 
same persons, with their pastor, 
may properly be considered as 
special guardians of orphan, 
baptized children, so far, at 
least, as to place them, if possi- 
ble, under the care of Christian 
families. The gratuitous distri- 
bution of religious tracts, adapt- 
ed to the capacities of children, 
may be productive of important 
benefits. 

But as the success of all human 
endeavours, depends on a divine 
blessing, that blessing should be 
sought in earnest, frequent and 
united prayer. We _ propose 
that in each church the stated 
sacramental lecture should be 
considered as a season for such 
prayer. In conformity with the 
example of God’s people, men- 
tioned in the 29th chapter of 
Deuteronomy, let professing par- 
ents on that occasion, stand be- 
fore the Lord, with their ‘*‘ little 
ones ;”’ and while they renew and 
ratify their own covenant vows, 
let the whole church present an 
offering of solemn prayer for 
their children. 

In cases of public offence, es- 
pecially, we entreat our breth- 
ren to consider the mischiefs, 
arising from improper delay in 
executing the laws of Christ. 
To avoid evils so likely to hap- 
pen, we beg leave to repeat the 
advice of this body to the chur. 
ches in 1774—( viz.) ** That each 
church choose a small number of 
the brethren, as a committce of 
inspection, enquiry and informa- 
tion, to mect with, or by the di- 
reetion of, the pastor; who up- 


on hearing any thing of any of 
their members, which is appre. 
hended to be matter of public 
scandal and church censure, are 
to consider themselves as under 
obligations to make enquiry, ex. 
amine evidences, and _ proceed 
with such offenders according to 
the laws of Christ’s kingdom.” 

When a professor has been 
guilty of a public and scandalous 
offence, we think that scriptural 
satisfaction implies a public con. 
fession and condemnation of such 
offence. In the transfer of mem. 
bership from church to church, 
we wish to see greater caution 
exercised. Though it be highly 
proper to admit members of sis. 
ter churches to occasional com. 
munion ; yet when persons re. 
move from one place to another, 
and are permitted to live, for 
years, without removing their 
special church relation, expe. 
rience has taught, that pain. 
ful, if not incurable, difficul. 
ties are often the consequence. 
Where a member of a church is 
recommended to a sister church, 
he ought ever to be considered 
as belonging to the church, re. 
commending him, until received 
by the church, to which he is 
recommended. 

We lament, that those who 
profess the same faith, and sub- 
scribe the same covenant vows, 
should live like strangers: That 
sO many sit at our communion 
tables who are so ignorant of 
each other’s real characters. It 
cannot be doubted, that if breth- 
ren would speak oftener one 0 
another, in the spirit of meek- 


“ness and christian love ; if they 


would take more pains to be- 
come acquainted with each other’ 
Spiritual state ; if incipient scal- 
dals and heresies were carefully 
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watched and prayerfully attend- 
ed to, before they become seated 
and obdurate ; many difficulties 
in our churches would be pre- 
vented. The spirit of genuine 
gospel discipline in a church, will 
be in exact proportion to the 
brotherly love which exists among 
its members; and this will be 
greater or less, as familiar inter- 
course of hearts is cultivated or 
neglected. In this view, the 
benefits of frequent meetings for 
christian conference and social 
prayer, are too obvious to re- 
quire particular mention. 

In choosing officers of the 
church, particularly ministers, 
we beseech our brethren to be, in 
this day, peculiarly circumspect. 
if the interests of the church ev- 
er enforced on presbyters the 
apostolic injunction, *‘ lay hands 
suddenly on no man ;”’ we think 
the present state of the world 
makes it emphatic. We entreat 
our brethren of the several asso- 
Ciations, not to license candi- 
dates for the ministry, where there 
is the least ground of hesitancy, 
as to their want of the qualifica- 
tions marked out in the epistles 
to Timothy and Titus. And as 
a farther check to novices, and a 
barrier against those preachers, 
who are deficient in learning, tal- 
ents, professional study, sound. 
ness of doctrine, prudence, vital 
religion and purity of morals, we 
exhort destitute churches to in- 
vite no candidates with a view to 
settlement, but upon due and 
prayerful consideration, and ob- 
taining the best advice in their 
power. We think experience 
has shown, that the employment 
of a great number of probation- 
ers, tends to confuse and divide 
achurch and people. ‘* In fix- 
ing, fix ;” and let a thorough tri- 
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al be the ground of your appro. 
bation and call. 

Uninspired men cannot preach 
acceptably to the same congrega. 
tion, for a series of years, with. 
out much study. And we think 
experience in New-England, has 
shown, that it is not for the spir- 
itual interests of the church, that 
all ministers of the gospel should 
be itinerant and vagrant. Let 
them be supported in such a man- 
ner, as shall render them inexcus- 
able for not devoting themselves 
wholly to their sacred work ; 
and then if they are not faithful, 
and do not bring beaten oil to 
the sanctuary; complain to the 
proper board, and when regular- 
ly convicted of sloth, heresy, or 
scandal, withhold from them your 
confidence, and account them un- 


worthy of the ministerial office. 


Under God, the interests of Zion 
do not more depend on any hu- 
man means, than a learned, able, 
pious, and evangelical ministry. 

Although there is not now 
that necessity for the office of 
deacon, which existed in the 
primitive church, the laws of the 
state making provision for the 
poor; still we think it highly 
proper, that every church should 
have a fund for charitable pur- 
poses; and, that there should be 
a voluntary collection, in all our 
churches, at the close of each sa. 
cramental communion, in order, 
that further aid and comfort may 
occasionally be given to the poor 
of the ‘* household of faith,” at 
the discretion of the deacons ; 
they, from time to time, render- 
ing an account of their alms, and 
of the state of the fund, to the 
church. This would render 
them almoners of the church, 
which was originally their prin. 
cipal office. 
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We advise the churches to 
draw more closely the bonds of 
consociational union. Doctor 
Increase Mather informs us, that 
although the churches of New- 
England originally assumed the 
name of congregational, they 
disliked and disclaimed the name 
of independent. The reason, he 
says, why they assumed the 
above name, was an opinion, that 
a particular, organized church, 
has entire power within itself, 
to manage the affairs of Christ’s 
kingdom, and the holy discipline 
belonging to it, without a depen- 
dence on any superior power. 
His words are ; ** They revere 
synods and ecclesiastical coun. 
cils, consisting of elders and 
brethren, sent as messengers of 
the churches, when want of 
peace or light shall call for their 
advice: But they esteem not 
stated councils or synods, with 
a juridical power, to be of divine 
institution. Nevertheless, we 
look upon reforming presbyte- 
rians as our dear brethren.”’ 

Many affairs of the church, 
as the trial and ordination of 
pastors, the trial of scandalous 
and heretical ministers, on com- 
plaint, and. the composing of 
differences) between particular 
churches, seem to render con- 
sociations indispensable. And 
we apprehend, that the strict 
connexion of christians of the 
sanie faith, in one mystical body 
of Christ, requires, that unity of 
fellowship among them should be 
carried as far as possible. <A 
closer union of churches would 
doubtless have an important ten- 
dency to promote their strength, 
peace and safety ; to purge out 
errors, to prevent schisms and 
separations, and to bring offend- 
ing ministers to adequate censure. 


We solicit your attention, 
christian brethren, to the various 
objects suggested in these pages. 
Let no one sit down supinely, in 
the belief, that nothing can be 
done for the revival of apostolic 
discipline in our churches. We 
are unquestionably called to the 
attempt: called by the com. 
mands of Christ, by the spirit of 
that gospel, which we profess, by 
the solemn and portentous signs 
of the times, in which we live, 
As a people, we are distinguish. 
ed by unexampled privileges. 
The cry of our iniquities is, nev. 
ertheless, gone up to heaven. 
On every side are exhibited the 
painful proofs of our great de. 
pravity. In all our towns, how 
many families have no altar for 
God! How many hearts hate 
the gospel of hisSon! How ma. 
ny mouths are full of cursing and 
bitferness, casting profane con. 
tempt upon God’s name, and 
sabbath, word and worship, and 
people! The period is awful. 
From the midst of great events, 
unfolding rapidly on the theatre 
of our world, the voice of prov- 
idence speaks emphatically to 
christians, Rouse from your su: 
pin. ness ; stand forth, disciples 
of Emanuel. Who is on the 
Lord’s side ?——--Who? 

If the aspect of passing events 
does not mislead the serious ob- 
server; if the trumpet of pro- 
phecy does not give an uncertain 
sound ; God is about to winnow 
his church, and to sever the chaf 
from the wheat. Already his 
fan seems to be in his hand, fot 
this solemn work. Wo, then, 
to formal, slumbering christians! 
Wo to all who say they are Jews, 
and are not, but do lie; whe 
have the form, without the pow- 
er, of godliness. But, thous? 
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the purging of the church involve 
its unworthy members, with its 
open enemies in a tremendous 
overthrow ; though the progress 
of this work shake every other 
kingdom into ruins; the founda. 
tion of Christ’s kingdom stand- 
eth sure. There is nothing in 
these prospects to appal the 
heart that is fixed, trusting in 
God. Let us be sober and 
watch unto prayer. *¢ The 
strength of christians is the hon- 
or of the church. When men 
are inflamed with the love of 
God; five by a lively operative 
faith ; set light by the profits 
and honors of the world; study 
to do good, abstain from the ap- 
pearance of evil, and season all 
their actions with a sweet mix- 
ture of prudence, humility, zeal 
and heavenly spirituality ; Oh 
what an honor are they to their 
profession! what ornaments to 
the church! The world would 
sooner believe, that the gospel is 
indeed a work of truth and pow. 
er, if they could see more of its 
effects upon the hearts and lives 
of men.”’* If all the members 
of our churches, were really 
** one compacted phalanx, with 
the Bible in their hands, and 
Christ in their hearts, their pray- 
ers, as clouds of incense, going 
up before the throne, taking 
hold upon God’s strength, and 
engaging omnipotence to be our 
reward ; what wonders might 
we not yet expect.” + 

Finally, brethren, ‘* Whatso- 
ever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, 


* Baxter. 


| Haweis. 


think on these things.’’ While 
it is called to-day, let us hear 
the voice of Him, who walketh 
in the midst of the golden can- 
dlesticks, ** Nevertheless, I have 
somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love. Re- 
member, therefore, whence thou 
art fallen and repent, and do thy 
first works ; or else I will come 
unto the quickly, and will re- 
move thy candlestick out of his 
place. Be watchfulandstrength- 
en the things which remain, that 
are ready to die: for I have not 
found thy works perfect before 
God. <As many as I love, I re- 
buke and chasten: be zealous, 
therefore and repent. He that 
hath an ear, let him‘hear what the 
spirit saith unto the churches.”’ 

Signed by order of the Gene- 

ral Association, 

AZEL BACKUS, Moderator. 

New-London, June 22, 1808. 


ON SUBSCRIPTION TO ARTICLES 
OF RELIGION. 


I. Iv appears from the histo. 
ry of the christian church given 
us in the Acts of the Apostles, 
that no adult person was receiv- 
ed into her communion, without 
a declaration of his hearty con- 
sent to the leading doctrines, de- 
livered by the apostles and other 
first teachers of christianity. Jj 
thou believest with all thine 
heart, said Philip to the eu- 
nuch, thou mayest be baptized 
Acts viii. 37. 

Much less was any one admit- 
ted to the office of christian pas- 
tor without such a proof, at 
least, of his embracing the doc- 
trines, which he was to deliver 
to others. Thus the apostolic 
injunction was respecting ordi- 
nation: The things which thou 








_ Se 




































ne 
— 


y 






ra S& 
SP eee 






| 
vt 
4 st 
, oe 

{ j 

i 








164 On Subscription to Articles of Religion.  [Sept. 


hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou 
to faithful men, who shall be 
able to teach others also. 2'Tim. 
ii. 2. And particular care was 
taken that none should be ad- 
mitted into the ministry, except 
those who held fast the faithful 
word, as they had been taught, 
that they might be able by sound 
doctrine to convince the gain- 
sayers. ‘Titusi. 9. 

When the books of the New.- 
Testament were all collected, and 
joined to the scriptures of the 
Old Testament, this sacred code 
contained the articles to which 
every candidate for the ministry 
was to swbscribe ; that is,to tes- 
tify his assent in the strongest 
manner, before he could be ad- 
mitted to teach others. 

So far is plain, and I appre- 
hend, agreeable to the sentiments 
of all the professors of christian- 
ity. But here it may be asked, 
Why is not this simple apostolic 
method still adhered to? Why 
are the candidates for the minis- 
try now required to subscribe to 
human formularies, instead of the 
inspired writings; and that, by 
those who acknowledge the Bi- 
ble to contain a perfect rule of 
faith and practice ? 

The reason of such conduct is 
clearly deducible from the very 
principles upon which the ob- 
jection is founded. 

To make good this deduction, 
I shall only take for granted the 
following plain proposition: that 
‘words, being only the signs of 

our ideas, are nothing independ. 
ent of their meaning. This be. 
ing allowed, it will follow, that 
when assent is required to any 
form of words, it is to the mean- 
ing, which these words convey, 
and not to the words certsidered 


in themselves. When, therefore, 
we speak of subscribing to the 
holy scriptures, we mean (if we 
mean any thing) that such sub. 
scription should be made, and 
assent testified, to the doctrines 
contained in the scriptures, or to 
the meaning, which the words 
of scripture were designed to 
convey. 

While the sense of scripture 
was fixed by the interpretation 
of those inspired persons, who 
were employed in writing it, the 
words of scripture conveyed the 
same ideas to all the sincere mem. 
bers of the christian church, 
When any person, under these 
circumstances, testified his assent 
to the words of scripture, it is 
plain he assented to their true 
meaning ; and in this case, any 
other confession of faith, than 
the sacred text, was unnecessary. 

But let us suppose, that while 
the doctrine of the christian 
church was uniform, and the 
whole body of ministers held the 
words of scripture in their true 
sense, that one should have of. 
fered himself as a candidate for 
the ministry, to whom the words 
of scripture conveyed ideas dif. 
ferent from those which they 
conveyed to the church. What 
must have been done in such a 
case? The christian pastors were 
bound to require subscription to 
the scriptures ; for this was en- 
joined as absolutely necessary. 
But in the case now stated, a 
subscription to the words of 
scripture would not have been 
a subscription to the scriptures 
themselves ; because the words 
did not convey to this candidate 
their true meaning. Such a per- 
son in subscribing, it is evident, 
must either have testified his as- 
sent to something which was not 
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scripture, or to words without 
meaning, which is in effect to 
nothing. Thechristian pastors, 
in this case, would have been 
under the necessity of explaining 
the scriptures to such an one, 
that is, of conveying the mean. 
ing of scripture to him in other 
words, and then of requiring his 
assent to the scriptures thus ex- 
plained, or to the words used as 
explanatory, which amounted to 
the same. And whenever the 
words of scripture convey dif- 
ferent and opposite ideas to the 
persons whose duty it is to re. 
quire subscription, and to those 
who are enjoined to subscribe ; 
one of these methods must be 
used, if the absurdity of requir- 
ing subscription to unmeaning 
words is to be avoided. 

Now that the professors of 
christianity are divided in their 
interpretation of the New Tes- 
tament, it is the same thing, 
(with respect to the matter of 
subscription) as if there were 
more than one New Testament ; 
and each party must require sub- 
scription or assent to their for. 
mulary, upon the same princi- 
ples, that subscription was re- 
quired to the words of scripture, 
while the interpretation of those 
words was uniform. To sup- 
pose the contrary is to imagine, 
that words are something inde- 
pendent of their meaning, which 
is absurd. 

If then it is the duty of any 
christian church to require a 
subscription to the Bible from 
those who are the candidates for 
the ministry, it is their duty to 
require this subscription to the 
sensein which they understand the 
Bible; for these are not properly 
two things with respect to any 
church, but are in effect the same. 


Thus the yecessity of human 
formularies may be deduced from 
the plainest principles of chris. 
tianity and common sense ; and 
he must not have thoroughly 
considered this matter, who shall 
esteem them to be impositions on 
the consciences of mankind, when 
they are designed mercly to in- 
terpret the christian’s only rule 
of faith, the Bible. 

Formularies of religion, which 
are designed to give the sense of 
scripture in other words, may 
likewise contaim essential and 
non-essential matters. And as 
the inspired writers did not scru- 
ple to acknowledge those to be 
true believers, who received the 
fundamental doctrines of scrip- 
ture, though they differed in 
some things of small moment ; 
sO a person may be said truly to 
believe a formulary of religion, 
who believes the fundamenial 
doctrines contained in it, though 
he may not approve of every ex- 
pression, which the compilers 
have used. 

The scriptures have left sev- 
eral things relative to christian 
practice, undetermined, which 
yet must necessarily be fixed, in 
order to the very being of chris- 
tian society. The New Testa- 
ment. has not laid down any pre- 
cise method of public worship ; 
yet public worship cannot be de- 
cently conducted without meth- 
od. The New Testament has 
not given a complete code of 
rules for the government of the 
church; yet the church cannot 
be governed in an orderly man- 
ner without rules. Whatever is 
left to the prudence and discre- 
tion of religious societies, may 
be determined without infringing 
the divine authority. These hu- 
naan institutions must be obeyed, 
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if they are not sinful, but are in- 
tended to preserve decency and 
order. A person in declaring 
his assent to such articles of re- 
ligion as relate to these things, 
does not properly declare that 
he believes them to be contained 
in scripture ; but rather that 
they are not repugnant to it, and 
are amongst the matters allowed 
to be settled by human prudence. 

The articles of religion, which 
relate to these prudential mat- 
ters, may not improperly be 
called the Articles of Peace. <A 
man may conscientiously assent 
to them, because the church has 
appointed them. Should the 
church alter her conduct with 
respect to these matters, a min- 
ister may with truth alter his as- 
sent. 

But articles consisting of fun- 
damental doctrines stand upon a 
different footing. They cannot 
be assented to consistently with 
truth, unless they are believed ; 
because they immediately affect 
our worship of God, and other 
religious condnct. A church 
fundamentally wrong must he 
deserted by the sincere worship- 
per. Nocustom can make it 
right for us to offer to God the 
sacrifice of fools, nor to worship 
him with solemn acknowledg- 
ments, which we disbelieve. No 
example can make it innocent 
for a minister to declare, that he 
understands the scriptures in a 
sense contrary to that which he 
judges to be their true meaning. 
Churches may err fundamentally ; 
but they must then be deserted. 
Truth requires that we come out 
from among them, and be sepa- 
rate. Conformity in such a case 
is only following a multitude to 
do evil. 

Christian Observer. 


The following extract from a little 
work of Dr. Cotton Mather, enti- 
tled ** Pastoral Desires,” is recom- 
mended to the attentive perusal of 
all christian pastors and churches. 


Cuurcn Memsbers, we are 
obliged very much to one anoth. 
er ; you must be mindful of your 
obligations to your pastors, and 
unto your brethren. Don’t make 
light of the obligations, which 
naturally result from your hay. 
ing associated in an agreement, 
(which is your church covenant) 
that you will together set for. 
ward the worship of God, and 
your mutual edification. 

It is to be hoped that you will 
have pastors, who will esteem the 
flock, as a treasure, committed 
by the great Shepherd and Bishop 
of souls to them; and count 
nothing too much to be done for 
a flock, which that glorious Lord 
has counted so dear, as to shed 
his blood for it: Pastors, who 
because they love their Master, 
will also love the flock, which 
he has charged them withal ; 
love them and feed them and will 
be constrained by love, to do all 
the good offices imaginable for 
them, and not be discouraged by 
any unkindnesses or injustice of 
theirs ; but overcome evil with 
good: Pastors, who will be un- 
w caried in their laborsfor the good 
of souls, often weary én their la- 
bors but never weary of them; who 
will watch,and watchfullytakeall 
occasions to inculcate and insin- 
uate, both publicly and private- 
ly, the most suitable things unto 
you, who will keep continually, 
day and night, crying to God for 
you, and weeping to him in se- 
cret places, that you may be his 
willing people, in the beauties o 
holiness, who will feel it as the 
most wounding thing, that ca8 
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be unto themselves, to see any of 
you wronging your own souls ; 
who have a tender sense of all 
your temptations, and be affilict- 
ed in all your afflictions, and be 
always endeavoring to make the 
heart of the widow and the or- 
phan sing for joy ; always de- 
vising liberal things; who in 
fine will never be better pleas- 
ed, than when you inform them, 
how they may do any good for 
you. 

If God give you such pastors 
after his own heart, certainly 
you owe something to them. I 
will not quote the 12th and 13th 
verses in the 5th chapter of the 
ist epistle to the Thessalonians, 
to tell you, what you owe. I 
may venture to refer it unto the 
conscience of all reasonable peo- 
ple. Conscience, do thou de- 
clare whether the people should 
not value them, and pray for 
them, and render their condition 
comfortable, and stand up for 
them against their adversaries. 
Conscience cannot but concede, 
and give in such a declaration. 

Bat, O church members, are 
you mindful of what you owe to 
one another? [am to put you 
in mind of it. You must pursue 
the welfare of the church to which 
you belong ; often think, What 
shall I do that the church may 
fare the better for me? You 
must not easily break from one 
another for every little fancy, and 
forsakethe assembling yourselves 
together, as the manner of some 
is; but keep together én one bun- 
dle of life. You must kindly dis- 
pense tender counsels, and com- 
forts, and warnings to one anoth- 
er, as you see they may be want- 
ed. You are brethren; you 
must not wrong one another. 
Every trifle must not make a 


quarrel. When any symptom 
of a quarrelsome tendency does 
arise, you are to take the most 
brotherly ways for the accommo. 
dation of it. O treat not one 
another coarsely, harshly,rudely; 
with such provoking trespasses, 
that the standers by shall cry, 
Shame ; and cry out, These are 


your church members! You must 


be kindly affectioned one to an- 
other. Tis an excellent thing ! 
Behold, how excellent for church 
members to dwell together in 
unity ! 

There is one thing more. When 
any brother has given you any 
offence, on which you think an 
ecclesiastical proceeding to be 
necessary, keep close to the rule 
in the 18th chapter of Matthew. 
First make your personal address 
to the offender. And if he be 
not gained unto what he ought 
to come to, then take one or two 
with you on the charitable inten- 
tion of recovering him. If he 
be not yet recovered, then come 
to the elders of the church, that 
so the church may be regularly 
told of it. ‘The practice of some, 
who withdraw from the commu- 
nion of the church, because they 
see a person there, whom they 
are ta sit down with, and in ef. 
fect excommunicate the church, 
because their personal prejudices 
are not presently gratified, is a 
disorderly practice. Public and 
flagrant scandals, indeed, require 
not the steps that are to be taken 
in persgnal oflences. But it is 
an excellent thing to see churches 
maintain the primitive discipline, 
with a sweet mixture of piety and 
charity, and the brethren in 
the churches afraid of making 
schisms, by needless and sinfu! 
contentions, and causeless and 
hasty separations, 
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EULOGIUM ON DR. DODDRIDGE, 
BY REV. JOSEPH HUGHES. 


I speak of a man, endued by a 
superior intellect,eminently judi- 
cious, prompt, assiduous, upright 
and amiable. I speak of achris. 
tian, full of faith, full of the Holy 
Ghost ; and so circumspect, so 
uniform, that though it may be 
thought too much to say, as has 
been said of Daniel, ‘‘ not a 
blemish is recorded,’’ yet we 
may ask with some confidence, 
‘* who of the uninspired has so 
nearly won the praise ,’”’ I speak 
of a preacher, evangelical, faith. 
ful, instructive, solemn, and ten- 
der. I speak of a tutor, versed 
in all useful learning, anxious, 
honest, candid, and spiritual. 
{ speak of a writer, clear, nerv- 
ous, pointed, and polished ; but 
1 should wrong his productions, 
were I not to ascribe to them 
much higher excellence. You 
see conscience at work in every 
paragraph. He was serious in 
his design, and affectionate in his 
spirit. He seems to have set the 
Lord always before him. Thus 
prepared, he confutes the infidel, 
unmasks the hypocrite, alarms 
the formalist, stimulates the saint, 
cheers the mourner, condescends 
to the child, teaches the theolo- 
gian. From the rise of religion 
in the soul, through all the stages 
of its progress, he attends, di- 
rects, and animates. But you 
might have followed him from 
his writings into all his conduct : 
he was refined, yet sincere ; mod- 
erate, yet decided ; gentle, yet, 
when the cause of God was re- 
proached, indignant and awful. 
ile considered all his advantages 
as so many talents, to be bright- 
ened and multiplied by being put 
to use. He labored incessantly 
io glorify God, and to improve 
mankind. He felt the value of 


time, and carefully redeemed it, 
Whatsoever his hand found to 
do, he did it with his might, 
While others slumbered in the 
sun, he was busy, nor could win. 
try glooms detain him the pris. 
oner of repose. Ina word: if 
any of his cotemporaries might 
have gloried, he might have glo. 
ried too: but he gloried not, 
save in the Redeemer’s cross, 
and in the righteousness which is 
of God by faith. Though ad. 
mired by others, as a model of 
purity, diligence, and zeal, he 
was little in his own eyes ; and 
while his hope appears to have 
been sure and stedfast, I am per. 
suaded that he depended wholly 
on the power and grace of Christ, 
and that in his humble and con. 
trite mind, the wonder, created 
by a sense of interest in divine 
love, was equal to the joy. 


Extract from a Sermon by a divine of 
New England. 
Cast thy burden upon the Lori, 
Psalm lv. 22. 

Men cannot lay the burden 
which they feel upon God ; nor 
can God take to himself the bur. 
dens which he lays upon them. 
He can, indeed, take calamities 
from one person, or one people, 
and lay the same sort of calami- 
ties upon another person, or a- 
nother people ; but he cannot 
take upon himself the natural 
evils, which he inflicts upon any 
person, or people ; and there- 
fore no person or people can 
literally cast their burdens upon 
God. But they can cast them- 
selves upon the Lord, which will 
afford them immediate support 
and relief, under their burdens. 
When the general of an army 
lays a heavy burden upon an 0- 
bedient soldier, he may cast him- 
self, and consequently his but- 







igang sensei 























Aegina ms ae aire ey ee ee ce igri ot BS , “ye ’ 
«LY SEN ETS: 85 Sih UE a os Seat ig Ee hE ne ot . 
s ~ 







Raahae alee eo ts: 






oh ag 





















Oe 3 Sa 





OK pCi A ARAS 6 aay es 
Sli acest Aixseia te 


1808. ] 


den upon the general, by saying, 
‘¢ Sir, this appears a burden too 
heavy for me to carry. But 
you know what is proper to lay 
upon me, Iam your soldier, my 
strength and my life are at your 
disposal. It is your concern to 
improve my strength and my life 
for the public good. And if it 
be best that my strength should 
be exhausted, or my life sacri- 
ficed, at this time, by bearing 
this burden, I have nothing to 
say ; I cheerfully submit.”? The 
soldier now casts his burden up- 
on his general, to whom it be- 
longs, to continue, or to lighten, 
or to remove the burden. 

Just so, the child of sorrow 
may go to his heavenly father and 
say, ** My burden is great, and 
it seems I must sink under it. 
But thou knowest what is best. 
I am in thy hand, as the clay is 
in the hand of the potter. My 
strength and my life are entirely 
thine. It belongs to thee to do 
what thou wilt with thine own. 
if thy glory requires my strength 
to be exhausted, and my life to 
be sacrificed, by suffering af- 
fliction, not my will, but thine 
be done’! When the afilicted 
feel this spirit, and thus carry 
themselves, with all their sorrow, 
to God, they do, in the most be- 
coming manner, cast their bur- 
dens upon the Lord.” 





ANECDOTE. 

THe progress of the great 
king Alp Arslan, was retarded 
by the governor of Berzem ; and 
Joseph the Carismian, presumed 
to defend his fortress against the 
powers of the east. When he 
was produced a captive in the 
royal tent, the sultan, instead of 

Vor. I. New Series. 
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praising his valor, severely re- 
proached his obstinate folly, and 
the insolent replies of the rebel 
provoked a sentence, that he 
should be fastened to four stakes 
and left to expire in that painful 
situation. At this command, the 
desperate Carismian, drawing a 
dagger, rushed headlong towards 
the throne; the guards raise their 
battle.axes; their zeal was check- 
ed by Alp Arslan, the most skil- 
ful archer of the age; he drew 
his bow, but his foot slipped, the 
arrow glanced aside and he re. 
ceived in his breast, the dagger 
of Joseph, who was instantly 
cut in pieces. The wound was 
mortal, and the Turkish prince 
bequeathed a dying admonition 
to the pride of kings. 

‘¢ In my youth,” said Alp 
Arslan, ‘* [ was advised by a 
sage to humble myself before 
God, todistrust my own strength, 
and never to despise the most 
contemptible enemies; I have 
neglecied these lessons ; and my 
neglect has been deservedly pun~ 
ished. Yesterday from an emi- 
nence, I beheld the numbers, the 
discipline, and the spirit of my 
armies; the earth seemed to 
tremble under my feet, and I said 
in my heart, surely thou art the 
king of the world, the greatest 
and most invincible of warriors. 
These armies are no longer mine ; 
and in confidence of my personal 
strength, I now fall by the 
hands of an assassin.”’ Alp Ars. 
lan possessed the virtues of a 
Turk and a Musselman; his 
voice and stature commanded 
the reverence of mankind ; his 
face was shaded with long whisk- 
ets; and his ample turban was 
fashioned in the shape of a 
crown. ‘The remains of the sul- 
tan were deposited 7 the tomb 
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of the Seljukian dynasty, and the 
passenger might read and medi- 
tate this useful inscription: ‘*O 
ye, who have seen the glory of 
Alp Arslan exalted to the heav- 
ens, repair to Maru, and you 
will behold it buried in the dust !”’ 
The annihilation of the tomb 


itself more forcibly procLaims 
THE INSTABILITY OF HUMAN 
GREATNESS, 

Translated from the Bibliotheque 
Orientale of d’ Herbelot, in Grbbon’s 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em 
pire, vol. x. p. 362. 








REVIEW. 


Hymns for public worship. Part 
IT. For the use of the church 
in Brattle street. Boston: 
Published by Andrews & Cum- 
mings. 1808. pp. 156. 12mo. 


To sing the praises of God, 
when we are assembled for pub- 
lic worship, is a solemn and un- 
questionable duty. There is 
something in sacred music, which 
is delightful to a pious soul, and 
elevates its ailections to its Cre- 
ator. 

A part of worship, so con- 
spicuous in the churches at the 
present day, as praise, is highly 
important. The language and 
sentiments of our spiritual songs, 
since they are the vehicle of much 
instruction, are an object wor- 
thy of the most serious and mi- 
uute attention. The politician, 
who said that he could rule a 
nation, if he might direct the 
composition of its popular bal. 
lads, was not a novice in the 
knowledge of human nature. 
The sentiments, which we sing 
every day with pleasure, will 
speedily become our own. The 
doctrines of our psalms and 
hymns, which on every solemn 
occasion are inculcated in so 
pleasing a way, will speedily be- 
come our creed. 


The leaders of different sects 
among christians have well un. 
derstood this subject. The in. 
troduction of a new collection 
of psalms, or hymns, has always 
been found peculiarly conven. 
ient to assist the introduction 
of new doctrines. 

The collection before us pur- 
ports to be a new one, and as it 
is denominated a**Second Part,” 
we presume it is intended to be 
used in conjunction with some 
other. We regret that it should 
be ushered into public notice 
without any statement of the rea- 
sons, which induced its publica- 
tion. It has been usual, when 
anew collections of hymns has 
been made for public use, to as- 
sign the reasons, which induced 
the compilers to publish it. In 
the present case, it certainly 
would be a satisfaction to see the 
defects of the ‘** First Part” 
pointed out; to be told how the 
present collection supplies these 
defects, and what are its superior 
excellencies. 

It may be said, that those, 
who are conversant with both 
collections, in other words, the 
church for whose use this ** Se- 
cond Part’? was compiled, need 
no such information, as they may 
judge for themselves. But if the 
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church in Brattle street have 
reaily made a valuable improve- 
ment in the worship of God, they 
should hope and expect that oth- 
er churches will follow their ex- 
ample. It was not without its 
importance, therefore, that the 
peculiar excellencies of the col- 
Jection before us, and its partic- 
ular object, should have been 
briefly pointed out. ‘This would 
have been adapted to call the at- 
tention of christians tothem. If 
this compilation be not an im- 
provement upon the psalmody of 
our churches, it would be difli- 
cult to justify it: if it be, then 
the sooner it receives the atten- 
tion and approbation of the re- 
ligious public, the better. 

When we consider the solemn 
and conspicuous part, which 
psalmody bears in our devo- 
tions, and that it is a vehicle of 
the most important religious in- 
struction, we feel that this part 
of public worship is not to be 
lightly altered. ‘To introduce a 
set of hymns, into the worship 
of a church, which should omit 
gospel doctrines, and inculcate 
sentiments not evangelical, would 
be second to the introduction of 
anew Bible, teaching a different 
gospel. It ought, therefore, to 
be a matter of the most solemn 
deliberation with a _ christian 
church, what they adopt, as the 
language of their praise. 

We know not how much sol. 
emn attention and prayer liave 
been bestowed on the collection 
before us. We know not by 
whom, or by whose order, it was 
made. Whether it has passed un- 
der the solemn and prayerful re- 
view of many christians, before 
it was introduced into the temple 
of God; or, whether one person 
made the selection, and intro- 
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duced it at his own pleasure ; we 
are, and for ought that appears 
in the collection, must remain 
ignorant. 

Whatever may be the merits 
of this composition, we doubt 
the propriety of the principle on 
which it has been made. Are 
there not already separations and 
differences enough in the worship 
of the christian church? If eve- 
ry church may have ifs appro- 
priate selection of hymns, what 
is to become of the harmony of 
our worship? Must it come to 
this, that a christian cannot wor. 
ship without the pale of his own 
particular church, unless he hear 
new and strange hymns? For 
what did the apostle reprove the 
Corinthian church, when he said, 
** How is it, then, brethren ? 
When ye come together, every 
one of you hath a psalm, hath 
a doctrine !’? Willnot the prac. 
tice, of introducing nezw collec. 
tions, be as destructive to the 
peace and harmony of our 
churches, as it was to union 
among individual christians at 
Corinth ? 

Will it be said, Every church 
has aright to direct its own wor. 
ship? Be it so. Yet it isa 
right, which is certainly to be 
exercised with great caution, and 
a deep regard to the union of the 
churches. Every individual at 
Corinth, thought he had a right 
to his own psalm ; but the apos. 
tle did not permit the exercise of 
such a right, because it would 
disturb the worship of God. 
Churches, as well as individuals, 
are accountable for what they do 
to increase their differences, Un- 
less, therefore, it can be shewn, 
that the collections of hymns in 
general use, are much inferior to 
this under consideration, we must 
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believe this to be a dangerous 
precedent, 

Indeed, admitting that the 
merits of this are decidedly su- 
perior, we feel a deep regret that 
one church, without consulta. 
tion or concurrence with sister 
churches, should change its wor- 
ship; and thus contribute to af- 
ford new reasons for the charge 
so often brought against us by 
infidels, ‘* that christians are 
never agreed among themselves.”’ 

Thus much we must have said 
of the manner, in which the col- 
lection before us was introduced 
into the temple of God, had the 
sentiments which it contains, 
met with our unqualified ap- 
probation. The merits of this 
compilation, next claim atten. 
tion. 

It is reasonable to expect, at 
the present day, when well com- 
posed hymns are so numerous, 
that a selection of one hundred 
and seventy-five,the number con. 
tained in the present volume, 
should comprise the capital doc- 
trines, duties and graces of the 
christian religion. Particularly 
have wea right to expect, that 
an evangelical, fervent piety 
should breathe through the whole 
collection ; and where the object 
is to supply the deficiencies of 
Tate and Brady’s literal and 
Yegal version, such hymns should 
be selected, as contain the very 
life and soul of the gospel. 

On opening the volume before 
us, we confess with regret, that 
we were much disappointed. 
We do not say, there are no 
good hymns in this collection. 
There are many, which are ex- 
cellent, on the subjects of which 
they treat, If a volume of 
hymns for a christian church, 
must embrace only such subjects, 


as the present, perhaps we might 
offer no objections of serious 
magnitude. So far as we are 
judges of poetry, we could not 
however recommend all this col. 
lection, as a specimen of simplic- 
ity and elegance. but, as the 
hymns are all selected, we intend 
not to occupy the time of our 
readers in descanting on their lit. 
erary or poetical merit. We 
dismiss this subject, with a sin. 
gle observation, the truth of 
which must be obvious to every 
understanding. What is good 
poetry will not, of course, con. 
stitute good hymns. 

We have some objections, 
which we deem of magnitude, 
against the present selection, 
Most of the capital doctrines of 
the gospel are left entirely out of 
view. It had been better to 
have occupied in teaching these 
doctrines, a part of that room, 
which is now occupied in repeat- 
ing several subjects, in many 
ditferent, not to say needless 
forms. We have many hymns 
in which the works of nature are 
made to praise God, and we are 
called upon to praise him for 
them: what if some of these had 
been omitted, and others substi- 
tuted, which ascribe to him 
piaise for his Gospel, his Spirit, 
and hisSon? Not that we have 
any objections to making all 
creation unite in the praise of 
God, or to uniting ourselves in 
praising him, for the works of 
creation and providence. No; 
this is highly proper. But our 
opinion is simply this, A chris- 
tian assembly, in praising God, 
ought peculiarly and pre-emi- 
nently to praise him for the mer- 
cies of christians, by which they 
are distinguished from pagans, 
and from all who enjoy only the 
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common blessings of nature. If 
we are not greatly mistaken, in 
the collection before us, praise 
for che blessings of providence, 
which respect éhis world only, 
occupy most decidedly the first 
rank ; while Christ and grace, 
and the divine glory, though not 
wholly omitted, hold merely a 
secondary place. Evangelical 
propriety demands that the order 
should be reversed. 

We feel some solicitude to en- 
quire, if among one hundred and 
seventy-six hymns, there was no 
room for one, which should ac- 
knowledge the Holy Spirit, in 
his scriptural character, and the 
necessity of his divine and super- 
natural influences, to bring sin- 
ners to conviction and repent. 
ance? This doctrine certainly, 
is one of the characteristical dis- 
tinctions of christianity, from 
natural religion : and can any 
thing be more proper, than that 
it should be recognized and 
taught in our public devotions ? 

We might proceed to ask oth- 
er questions. Why are the doc- 
trines of original sin; total de- 
pravity ; our need of regenera. 
tion ; the denunciations of the 
divine law; the danger of im- 
penitent sinners ; the eternal 
hell, which awaits all who die 
unregenerate ; and our absolute 
need of the atonement of an Al- 
mighty Saviour, so studiously 
kept out of view, or rather al- 
together excluded ? 

Admitting that the subjects of 
all these hymns, are important, 
we ask, if for a book of chris- 
tian worship, these are not more 
So? Subjects of greater magni- 
tude cannot be chosen, nor any 
so deeply interesting to vital pi- 
ety. We cannot but feel a re- 
ret, that bymns, which might 


be composed and sung were there 
no Bible in existence, should be 
made to usurp the place of such 
as contain the very essence of 
the gospel. 

The collection contains a few 
hymns, which respect the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We see no senti- 
ment respecting this glorious 
personage, which is false. But 
we do not see some truths, which 
we believe absolutely essential to 
real christianity. We see nei- 
ther his atonement, nor his di- 
vinity, in this compilation. He 
is acknowledged, indeed, as the 
Saviour of sinners, but it seems 
to be by example and instruction. 
We acknowledge these to be, in 
part the objects of his mission. 
But we believe, if he has not 
made an atonement for sinners, 
the ‘* whole world lieth in wick- 
edness,’’ and must perish forever. 
That a collection of christian 
hymns should keep out of sight 
the doctrine of the atonement, 
appears to us like a treatise on 
the healing art, which should 
not contain a word on the sub. 
ject of medicine. 

With respect to the Lord Je- 
sus Christ we cannot forbear 
here to remark, that if he be ver- 
ily God, then every christian 
hymn book should acknowledge 
it, and give him the praise which 
ishis due. If he be not, then it 
ought to be known to the church, 
that they may not give that glory 
to a creature, which belongs on- 
ly toGod. We see no absolute 
decision on this point in the col- 
lection before us. 

We see alterations in some ex- 
cellent hymns, which we cannot 
but regret; and which perhaps 
are caleulated to excite the sus. 
picion of christians. A few in- 
stances we shall adduce. Hymn 
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60th, entitled ** The first and sec- 
ond coming of Christ,”’ isthe 96th 
psalm in Watts’ version. ‘The 
second stanza in Watts runs thus; 
‘* Say to the nations, Jesus reigns 
God’s own Aimighty Son, 

His power the sinking world sustains, 
And grace surrounds his throne.” 

In the collection it is thus 
altered ; 

“** Say to the nations, Jesus came 
A guilty world to save, 

From vice and error to reclaun, 
And rescue from the grave.” 

When Watts’s noble mind was 
filled with contemplations on the 
glory of Christ, he could not 
write so famely as this. 

Again, the same psalm, 5th 
stanza. Watts. 

** Behold he comes, he comes to bless 
The nations, as their God.” 

Collection. 

** Behold he comes, he comes to bless 
The nations, from their God.” 

If Jesus Christ be God, then 
there is no more truth, in this 
case, in saying ‘‘ from,”’ than 
“*as,”? and the poetry is not 
mended. If he be not, a book, 
for the worship of the only living 
and true God, should plainly tell 
us SO. 

The 6th stanza, in Watts, 
makes the voice of Christ raise 
the dead, at the judgment, and al! 
the wicked tremble before him, 
as their judge. The collection 

iakes his voice instrumental in 
raising the dead, and then spreads 
out into two stanzas, on the hap- 
piness of those who shall awake, 
without noticing the terrors 
of the wicked, or the character 
of the judge. 

The index to the collection 
tells us, that this hymn is from 
Watts ; but we areno where ad- 
vertised, that any alterations are 
made. By comparison we find 
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that much (almost one half) of 
the hymn is altered, and the dis. 
tinguishing sentiments of Watts, 
left entirely out of view. 

We will not say, that Watts 
would have blushed at some of 
the poetry, which is substituted 
for his; though we have our 
suspicions ; bu’ we think our. 
selves authorized to say, that 
when the very life and soul of a 
hymn is taken away, it ought not 
to be charged upon an author, 
who never would have satiered 
it, in such a dacerated state, to 
appear as his own. 

We cannot particularize all 
the numerous alterations, which 
have been made in this collection, 
without any notice, or acknowl. 
edgment. Weshall mention on. 
ly one more. It respects the 
Divinity of our Saviour, 

Hymn 66th on ** the Mission 
of Jesus Christ,” is taken from 
Doddridge. The 6th stanza, as 
he has it runs thus ; 

**Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring, 
With thy beloved name.” 

The parody, in the collection, 
thus ; 

‘** Our songs of joy and gratitude, 
His welcome shall proclaim, 

Hail! tothe Prince of peace whocomes 
In God his Father’s name.” 

We wish to know, whether 
‘*hosannas’’? are taken away 
from the ‘** Prince of peace,” in 
this parody, because there are 10 
examples in the scriptures of theif 
being ascribed to him ? Or, if 
‘* heaven’s eternal arches” 40 
not ‘ring with his beloved 
name,” when ‘‘ every creature 
which is in heaven’? is united I? 
a song, with such holy ardor, 
that its sound has been heard eve 
in this distant world, in accents 
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30 distinct, that an apostle un- 
derstood the language ; ‘* bless- 
ing, and honor, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him, that sitteth 
on the throne,and unto the Lamb, 
forever and ever ?’’ Fofour part, 
we are willing to sing hosannas, 
in our ‘* temples made with 
hands,”? to the Prince of peace, 
while it is done in that ‘* temple 
not made with hands.”? Our re- 
ply to those, who wish us to 
abandon our ‘*hosannas to the 
Lamb,” is, we only do on earth, 
what is done by the redeemed in 
heaven. We unite our voices 
with others ; we pray to be ani- 
mated with the same spirit. We 
are willing, that they should lead 
in our devotions to God, and 
provided we may follow them, 
we are Satisfied our safety and 
happiness will be secure. 

Not to dwell longer on the 
passage before us, we think Dr. 
Doddridge deserves more respect, 
thanis here paid him, when a 
highly beautiful stanza of his 
hymn is mutilated, and metamor- 
phosed, and that, when neither 
reason, nor taste, nor truth, nor 
devotion demanded it. 

To us, we confess, all this and 
much more of the same kind, 
which every reader will discern, 
who compares the hymns in the 
collection with the originals, ap- 
pears to manifest a studious desire 
to keep the Divinity of the Son 
of God entirely out of our view. 

If Jesus Christ be not truly 
God, then, after all these efforts, 
enough is not yet done. Crea. 
tures are called upon to sing his 
praise. (See p. 10, 60, &c.) 
What kind of employment is it 
for churches to be chanting the 
praises of a creature, when Je- 
hovah says, My glory I will 


“not give unto another 2”? Uf Je- 


sus Christ be not God, then for 
conscience sake let our language 
in worship be such, as to give 
no countenance or currency to 
idolatry. Let our books of de. 
votion place creatures In their 
proper station, and never appro- 
priate to them, in any shape, 
what is due to God alone. 

But if all heaven adore the 
Saviour as God ; if ** all the an- 
gels’ are commanded ‘‘ to wor- 
ship him ;? if he be ‘* the first 
and the last,’’ the ** Almighty,”’ 
he who ‘* searcheth the reins 
and the heart,”? and ** knoweth 
what ts in man ;’’ if he be pre- 
sent every where with his disci- 
ples ** always unto the end of the 
world,” if his name be ** Won- 
derful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, 
Jehovah, our Righteousness, and 
Emanuel, or God with us 3?’ if 
he ‘** thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God; if he be 
** God, the true God, the only 
wise God, and God over all, 
blessed for ever ;’? if he ** cre- 
ated all things and upholds them 
by the word of his power,” and 
his ** throne és for ever and ev- 
er ;’’ all which are unequivoca! 
assertions of the scriptures ; then 
it is an awful thing to exclude 
him from our hearts, or our de- 
votions. If we praise a being 
different from the God of the 
scriptures, what profiteth our 
worship? The subject is of 
transcendent magnitude. Either 
we must praise Jesus Christ, as 
very God, or we must esteem 
him as a creature, and withhold 
those ascriptions of praise, which 
are due to God alone. The 
question is of*such a nature, as 
admits no middle way. True 
worship, or idolatry, is the al- 
ternative. 
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The collection before us at- 
tempts a middle course ; but in 
vain. If Jesus be God, any 
thing short of the most explicit 
avowal and worship of him, is 
dangerous in the extreme. If 
he be not, he is but a creature, 
and it is idolatry to sing his 
praises in a christian church, A 
revelation from heaven, the great 
object of which isto instruct us 
in the knowledge of God, can- 
not leave the question undecid- 
ed, who that God is. Hymns, 
then, so mutilated, as neither to 
acknowledge Christ expressly as 
God, nor to deny his claim to 
praise, cannot be properly adapt- 
ed to the worship of a christian 
assembly. 

** ke worship ye know not 
what,’? was a reproof, adminis. 
tered by our blessed Saviour, 
which is full of insttuction. A 
church, who are called upon to 
unite in praise, should plainly 
know whether they are chanting 
to the glory of a creature, or of 
the Creator. 

We have our objections to 
some sentiments inthis collection, 
beside those already mention- 
ed. The ** Universal Prayer,”’ 
or, as we think it ought to 
be entitled, the ** Universalist’ s 
Prayer,’’ of Pope, is introduced 
as a hymn, to be sung by a chris- 
tian church. Some alterations 
are made, as usual, without giv- 
ing any notice to the reader. As 
we cannot be minute, we shall 
mention but one. It is in the 
last line of the first stanza. In 
Pope it stands thus : 


‘¢ Father of all, in every a 
In every clime ador’d, 
By sain t, by s avage, ‘and by sage, 


Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.” — 
in the collection thus: 


ge, 


‘*Father of all, in every age, 

In every clime ador’d, 

By saint, by savage, and by sage, 
The Universal Lord.” 


As the sense of this last line, jg 
regulateddy the one which pre. 
cedes it, we see no real difference 
between the sentiment of Pope, 
and that of the compilation. We 
presume no alteration of senti. 
ment was intended; but appre. 
hensions might have been enter. 
tained, that the name ‘* Jove” 
would appear a little uncouth, 
in a book of christian hymns, 
Whether the Lord of the ** sav. 
age, and the sage,’ that is, 
** Jove,” the Optimus, Mazi- 
mus, of the vulgar and wiser 
heathen, be equal to Jehovah, 
and his worship ‘‘in every clime” 
the same, we think St. Paul has 
decided, when he says, ‘* The 
things, which the Gentiles sacri- 
fice, they sacrifice unto devils,” 
We need not repeat what every 
school-boy knows, that sacri. 
fices to Jove were more frequent 
and magnificent, than any other 
among the heathen. Judge ye, 
if it be proper, in a christian 
church, to set the worship of 
devils on the same footing with 
the worship of the true God. 
To say the least ; must we, in 
singing the praises ’ of God, de- 
clare that the savages worship 
him just as we do, or as accept- 
ably ? 

Pope’s Universal Prayer is 4 
second part to his Essay on Man, 
or rather an appendix. David 
Hume would have cheerfully ac- 
ceded to either. Hymns which 
prostrate and confound all re- 
ligions, and reduce them all to 4 
level, may be adapted to a skep- 
tical assembly ; but we cannot! 
say, that we believe there is pru- 
dence, or propriety, in making 
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them a part of christian worship. 

Among the list of authors, 
from whom the collection before 
us is made, we see many names, 
which we are accustomed to rev- 
erence, and ‘* whose praise is in 
all the churches.”” We were 
certainly surprised to see some 
others, whose fame as christians, 
if our memories do not fail us, 
has never gone forth. Indeed, 
we should as soon have expected 
to see the names of Orpheus, or 
Callimachus, or Horace, or even 
Anacreon, as some of those which 
the index presents to our view. 
But that ‘“‘ right of private 
judgment,’’ and that ** candor,” 
whose praises are to be sung by 
the church of God (see pp. 67— 
69, &c. onwards,) can abolish 
all distinctions, and unite us in 
the most affectionate manner, in 
worship with a Roscoe, and a 
Darwin!! If it be necessary to 
have recourse to authors like 
these, to select a part of our de- 
votions, in order that we ma 
wipe off the aspersions of ‘* big- 
otry’? and ‘* uncharitableness,”’ 
we prefer taking up our cross, 
and keeping on in the good old 
path, though it conduct us 
through ‘‘ evil report.’ 

We would not sing in the tem- 
ple of God, a hymn composed by 
Voltaire, however great might be 
its merits. The association of 
ideas would mar all the pleasure 
of devotion. For the same rea- 
sons we object to singing the 
hymns of any person, as a part 
of christian worship, who if not 
an open and avowed infidel, at 
least was never suspected to pos- 
sess vital piety. 

Upon the whole, whoever 
examines the most evangelical 
hymns in the collection before 
us, and compares them with the 
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originals, will see that they have 
been too much transformed, to 
be correctly ascribed to their 
original authors. What this 
means we pretend not to say. 
If the church, who use these 
hymns, have compared them with 
the originals, and are satisfied 
with the alterations, it is one 
thing. If they suppose they 
are singing the composition of 
Watts, Doddridge, &c. in this 
collection, it ¢s another. 

We have offered these stric- 
tures with plainness and free- 
dom. ‘To wound or offend any 
one by them, is very remote from 
our wishes. ‘The importance of 
the subject is the apology we 
offer for the length of our re- 
marks. We have purposely de- 
clined all minor and verbal crit- 
icisms. We feel that churches 
should make the selection of the 
language of their praise a very 
serious business, and that it 
should be peculiarly pure and 
evangelical. We cannot sa 
that the collection before us, as 
it now stands altered, is such an 
one as we can recommend. We 
lament that further differences 
and distinctions are multiply. 
ing in divers ways among our 
churches, and carnestly pray 
that the time may speedily come, 
when the ‘* name of the Lord 
shall be one, and his praise one 
throughout all the earth. 


ie 
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&c. of the United States. In 
giving an account of the literary 
institutions of our country, they 
state that Yale College maintains 
about one hundred and thirty 
students ; whereas the average 
number of students for the last 
eight years, has been somewhat 
above two hundred. 

Ammonia. ‘The American 
Editors have added to the ac- 
count of this alkali, a descrip- 
tion of the uses and properties of 
sal ammoniac. 

AmpuisiA contains a satisfac. 
tory note, given by Mr. Peale, 
on the Siren genus of reptiles. 

Ampuisious. Under this ar- 
ticle some valuable information, 
is furnished by the American Ed- 
itors, on the peculiar organiza- 
tion of those animals, which live 
a part of the time in the water. 

Under AmpHISB£NA an ac- 
count of those curious worms 
supposed by the vulgar to origi- 
nate from hair, is added. This 
animal, it seems, is generally 
produced from the body of the 
black beetle. 

AMSTERDAM, New, an island 
in the South sea, is particularly 
described from Staunton’s Em- 
bassy to China. ‘This isand, of 
which no mention is made in the 
[inglish edition, is supposed for 
good reasons, to have been form- 
ed by volcanos. It is four miles 
long and three broad. 

AmycpAtus is much enlarged, 
and contains different methods of 
cultivating, preserving, and im- 
proving peach-trees, as suggest- 
ed from experiments by differ. 
ent gentlemen in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. It may be useful 
to agricultural gentlemen in New 
England to be made acquainted 
with some of these processes, 


Mr. Ellis of New Jersey pre. 
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scribes the following method of 
preserving the peach-trees from 


the worm that infests them : 

‘* In the Spring when the blossoms 
are out, clear away the dirt, so as to 
expose the root of the tree to the 
depth of three inches ; surround the 
tree with straw about three feet long, 
applied length ways, so that it may 
have a covering one inch thick, which 
extends to the bottom of the hole, 
the butt ends of the straw resting 
upon the ground at the bottom ; bind 
this straw round the tree with three 
bands: ; one near the top, one at the 
middle, and the third at the surface 
of the earth ; then fill up the hole at 
the root with earth, and press it close- 
ly round with straw. When the 
white frosts appear, the straw should 
be removed, and the tree remain un- 
covered, until the blossoms put out 
inthe spring. By this process the 
fly is prevented from depositing its 
egg withinthree feet of the root, and 
although it may place the egg above 
that distance, the worm travels so 
slow that it cannot reach the ground 
before frost, and therefore is killed 
before it is able to injure the tree. 
The truth of the principle is proved 
by the following fact: I practised 
this method with a large number of 
peach trees, and they flourished re- 
markably, without any appearance of 
injury from the worm, for several 
years, when I was induced to discon- 
tinue the straw with about twenty ot 
them. All those without the straw 
have declined, while the others with 
it, continue as vigorous as ever.” 


Mr. Coulter of Pennsylvania 
gives the following directions, as 
the result of forty-five years ex- 
perience. 

‘* The principal causes of peach 
trees dying, while young, are the 
planting, transplanting, and pruning 
the same stock, which causes the 
stock to be open and tender, and the 
bark of the tree very rough ; this 
roughness of the bark gives oppor- 
tunities to insects to lodge and breed 
in it, and birds search after these in- 
sects for their support, and with their 
sharp bills wound the stock in many 
places ; from which wound the sap 
of the tree is drawn out, which.con- 
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geals, and never fails to render the 
tree useless in a few years : to pre- 
vent which, transplant your peach 
trees as young as possible, where 
you mean them to stand ; if in the 
kernel, so much the better, because 
in that case there will be no check 
of growth, which always injures 
peach trees. Plant the trees 16 feet 
apart, both ways, except you would 
wish to take your waggon through 
the orchard to carry the peaches 
away ; in that case, give 24 feet dis- 
tance to every fifth row, one way, 
after transplanting. You may plough 
and harrow amongst your peachtrees, 
for two years, paying no regard to 
wounding or tearing them, so that 
you do not take them up by the roots. 
Inthe month of March or April in 
the third year after transplanting, 
cut them all off by the ground, plough 
and harrow among them as before, 
taking special care not to wound or 
tear them in the smallest degree, 
letting all the sprouts or scions grow, 
that will grow; cut none away, al- 
though six or more should come from 
the old stump ; the young scions will 
grow up to bearing trees, on account 
of the roots being strong. Let no 
kind of beasts into peach orchards 
(hogs excepted) for fear of wounding 
the trees, as the least wound will 
greatly injure them, by draining away 
that substance which is the life of 
the tree ; which although it may live 
many years, the produce is not so 
great, neither is the fruit so good. 
After the old stock is cut away, the 
third year after transplanting, the 
sprouts or scions will grow up all 
round the old stump, from four to six 
im number; no more will come to 
maturity than the old stump can nour- 
ish and support ; the remainder will 
die before they bear fruit. These 
may be cut away, taking care not to 
wound any part of the stock or the 
bark. The sprouts growing all round 
the old stump, when loaded with 
fruit, will bind and rest on the ground 
in every direction, without injuring 
any of them, for many years ; all of 
them being rooted in the ground as 
though they had been planted.” 


Mr. Coulter further gives it 
as his opinion, that a poor soil 
produces better peaches than a 
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good one; and that it is safest 
to plant the trees on the north 
side of a hill, as there is less dan- 
ger of the fruit suffering from 
early frosts in such a position. 
It is hoped our countrymen will 
pay more attention to raising 
fruit, than they have generally 
been accustomed to do, as by 
very little expense or trouble in 
this way, much is added to the 
comfort of life. 

ANAGALLIs, an herb vulgarly 
called poor man’s weather-glass, 
has been thought a remedy for 
the hydrophobia ; but in a note 
inserted from Dr. Mease, its ef- 
ficacy is questioned. 

Ancient LANGUAGES, a new 
article in this edition, contains 
some very just observations, in- 
troduced from Miller’s retrospect 
of the cighteenth century, on 
the benefits to be derived from a 
critical knowledge of the Greek 
and Roman classics. 

**Perhaps it may be questioned,” 
says this able writer, ‘‘ whether a 
man can possibly understand any one 
modern language in its various inflec- 
tions, beauties and shades of meaning, 
without having some acquaintance 
with those ancient tongues. Certain 
it is, that almost the whole of that 
imvaluable mass of instruction, on this 
subject, to be derived from etymolog- 
ical inquiries depends on such an ac- 
quaintance, and must be commensu- 
rate with its extent. Hence it is 
supposed by some of the most judic- 
ious literary historians, that the high 
estimate set on classical literature, 
and the enthusiastic attention paid to 
it, until within a few years past, 
may be considered among the prin- 
cipal causes of that rapid improve- 
ment, in several European languages, 
which distinguishes the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries. By dili- 
gently studying the ancient models 
of composition, and habitually referr- 
ing to them as standards, the literati 
of those days were enabled to trans- 
fer their beauties into the living lan- 
guages ; to give the latter a portion 
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of the copiousness, regularity and 
numerous excellencies of the former, 
and to convert them, from that mis- 
erable, defective and barbarous state 
in which they were found, to a de- 
gree of richness and refinement bor- 
dering on rivalship with their admir- 
ed patterns.” 

Though it is doubtless of great 
advantage to the interests of liter. 
rature, that modern works of 
genius universally make their ap- 
pearance jn modern languages, 
contrary to the practice of for- 
mer ages; yet we can by no 
means admit, according to doc- 
trines frequently inculcated of 
late, that the study of the learn- 
ed languages ought to be entire. 
dy neglected. Qn the contrary, 
we would advise every man, who 
wishes to be an orator, a profi- 
cient in polite literature, a good 
writer, or a person of refined and 
correct taste, to follow the di- 
rection of Horace with respect 
to the writers of antiquity : 
Nocturna versate manu, versate di- 

urna. 

We are confident that there 
has not been, in modern times, 
either a finished writer, an ac- 
complished public speaker, ora 
good judge of fine writing, who 
has not been, in some good de- 
gree, acquainted with the ancient 
classics. And we with pleasure 
embrace this opportunity of de- 
elaring, that we are convinced, 
from the best sources of infor- 
mation, that a taste for Greek 
and Roman literature is fast 
gaining ground in New-England. 

ANDAMAN’s, islands situated 
in the gulf of Bengal, and inhab- 
ited by savages of the most de- 
based character, have received 
from the American editors a very 
particular description. 

The article ANGEL is treated 
by Dr. Rees, or some of his as- 
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sociates, in a very loose, unsat. 
isfactory and blameable manner, 
The opinions, conjectures, sur. 
mises, and doubts of Jews, Pa. 
gans, Mahometans, and Chris. 
tians, are inserted, instead of any 
systematic account of angels, 
gathered from the word of God, 
The direct tendency of such a 
method of handling theological 
subjects, is to induce those who 
are not well grounded in the 
faith, to consider one opinion as 
entitled to equal credit with 
another; i. e. every Opinion as 
entitled to no credit at all. 


**The Scripture,’ says the Cyclo- 
peedist, ‘fuses the term angel to de- 
note other beings or agents, besides 
those spirits that occupy a rank and 
dignity superior to man. Accord- 
ingly it has been a concurrent opin- 
ion of the Hebrew and Samaritan 
schools, that the word angel does not 
only mean a spirit, but sometimes al- 
so all sorts of powers or instruments 
which God is pleased to use, and by 
means of which he acts. So that the 
elements of the world, fire, air, winds, 
and storms, in particular vision, and, 
in the language of Scripture, are call- 
ed ** angels of the Lord, which do his 
will.” In this sense is to be under- 
stood the expression of the Psalmist 
(Ps. civ. 4.) ** who maketh his angels 
spirits, his ministers a flame of fire,” 
t.e. who maketh winds his angels, and 
lightnings his messengers.” 

To this reasoning, the Ameri- 
can editors have subjoined the fol- 


lowing well written paragraph. 


** Whatever may have been the 
**concurrent opinion of the Hebrew 
and Samaritan schools,” which we 
know were, in many respects, most 
profoundly ignorant of the true sense 
ofthe sacred oracles, it seems strange 
that any christian, who has studied 
them with care, should be capable 
of entertaining the extraordinary no- 
tions contained in this section. All 
these notions it will be observed, are 
unsupported by any thing that de- 
serves the name of proof. An attempt 
is made indeed to force to their aid 4 
passage from the 104th Psalm. But 
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this is done by giving that passage 
not only a new, but a most unwar- 
rantable translation; a translation 
which divine authority stamps with 
falsehood in Heb. i, 7, where if this 
rendering be introduced in place of 
the genuine reading, which is given 
verbatim from the 104th Psalm, the 
sacred penman will appear to have 
written the grossest nonsense. And 
the various texts or portions both of 
the Old and New Testament, which 
are afterwards referred to, are all of 
them as easily explained, and some of 
them incomparably more so, by adopt- 
ing the generally-received opinion re- 
lative to angelic power and agency, 
than by the help of this singular sys- 
tem, which supposes that ‘all sorts of 
powers or instruments, which God is 
pleased to use, and by means of which 
he acts,” are, in the language of the 
bible, denominated angels. Of this 
system the direct tendency, if not the 
real design, appears to be, to repre- 
sent the language of Scripture as so 
vague and equivocal, that it may re- 
ceive any construction whatever, and 
to destroy the belief that there are 
any such beings as angels, consider- 
ed as spirits who possess a separate 
existence, extraordinary powers, and 
an important agency in the events 
and concerns of our world. Yet that 
such beings do exist is distinctly ad- 
mitted in the beginning of the article, 
and is so clearly, fully, and repeatedly 
announced in Scripture, that whoever 
sincerely believes in its veracity, can 
as little doubt of this truth as of any 
that revelation teaches.” 


In a subsequent section of this 
article we are gravely told that 
Dr. Priestly and others 


**Consider the fall of angels as 
very problematical ; and though it 
cannot be said that the thing is abso- 
lutely impossible, yet they conceive 
that it seems, upon the face of it, to 
be very improbable.” 

This audacious language is 
very properly reprehended by 
the American editors, who say— 

We are expressly told by Christ 
himself, that at the general judg- 
ment, he will say to the wicked, 
‘* Depart from me ye cursed into ev- 
erlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
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and his angels.’ To the Jews he 
said ** Ye are of your father the devil— 
he is a liar and the father of it—a 
murderer from the beginning.” We 
are also informed that Christ was 
‘‘led up into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil ;” that ‘“ the 
tempter came to him ;”’ and a detail- 
ed account is given of the very words 
and artifices that were used in the 
temptation, and of the replies and 
defeat, which they received from the 
Saviour. The author of the Acts of 
the Apostles states, that it was a part 
of the work of Christ when on earth, 
**to heal all those that were oppress- 
ed of the devil ;” and alarge portion 
of the evangelic history is employed 
in giving us an account of those, who 
were thus healed. By the apostle 
Paul we are warned ‘‘not to give 
place to the devil ;” taught how ‘‘ we 
may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil ;” apprised of the danger 
of ‘‘ falling into the condemnation of 
the devil ;?? shewn how those, who 
have fallen may ‘‘ recover themselves 
out of the snare of the devil ;” and 
told that there are certain doctrines 
which are ‘doctrines of devils.” 
St. James. gives this admonition— 
** Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you ;” and he assures us that 
the ‘*devils believe and tremble ;’” 
and that there is a kind of wisdom 
that is ‘‘earthly, sensual, devilish.” 
The author of the epistle to the He- 
brews declares, that Christ died “‘that 
he might destroy him who had the 
power of death, that is the devil.” 
The same thing is taught by St. John, 
who assures us, that * for this pur- 
pose the Son of God was manifested, 
that he might destroy the work of 
the devil ;” and adds, that ‘‘he that 
committeth sin is of the devil.” St. 
Peter exhorts his brethren in this lan- 
guage : ** Be sober, be vigilant ; be- 
cause your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh a seeking 
whom he may devour ; “whom resist 
stedfast in the faith.” The same 
apostle, in his second epistle, informs 
us that ** God spared not the angels 
that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell, and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved unto judg- 
ment.” This coincides exactly with 
what we are told by St. Jude, who is 
supposed by some to have quoted Pe- 
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ter with a little amplification, where 
he says ** The angels which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in ever- 
lasting chains, under darkness, unto 
the judgment of the great dav.” The 
writer of the Apocalypse speaks more 
than once of “the old serpent, which 
is the devil and satan,” of his agency 
and instruments, and of their final and 
eternal perdition. Allthis, and abun- 
dantly more than this, we are told in 
the New Testament, about those 
apostate and fallen angels, who are 
commonly called devils, and the chief 
or prince of whom appears to be de- 
nominated, by way of eminence, ‘‘ the 
devil and satan.” These selections 
have been made with a particular 
view to shew that there is not a sin- 
gle writer of this part of the sacred 
canon who does not speak, in the 
plainest and most express terms, of 
these evil spirits, and in a manner 
which shews that their existence and 
agency is not to be doubted. And 
are we, notwithstanding this, to be 
gravely informed by writers profess- 
ing christianity, that they ‘‘ consider 
the fall of angels as very problemati- 
cal ; and though it cannot be said 
that the thing is absolutely impossible, 
yet they conceive that it seems upon 
the face of it to be very improbable 2”’ 
What! ‘very problematical,” and 
‘upon the face of it very improba- 
ble,” when the fact is attested by 
Christ and by all the writers of the 
New Testament! Yes, exactly so. 
But can those who talk at this rate 
justly claim to be considered as chris- 
tians at all? No assuredly. And 
when men who must be active, have 
in their hearts taken the side, it is 
earnestly to be wished that they would 
openly appear in the ranks, of infidel- 
ity ; that thus they might no longer 
possess the advantage of thrusting at 
religion under the guise of friendship ; 
nor of betraying her sacred cause to 
the enemy by a pretended defence, or 
by weakening or throwing down the 
ramparts on whichher safety depends. 

At the close of their remarks, 
the American editors give notice 
of the manner in which they 
shall henceforth treat theological 
articles, in the following words : 

** Since indeed it has been deter- 


mined that nothing which appears 
in ** Rees’ New Cyclopedia” shall 
henceforth be omitted in the Amer. 
can edition of the work, we thought 
it incumbent to avow, and we have 
accordingly here avowed, the princi. 
ples which will govern us in examin. 
ing and remarking on the moral and 
theological opinions which it exhibits, 
We are sensible that this is an ardu- 
ous, an important, and a delicate du- 
ty. We have approached it not with. 
out undissembled diffidence in our 
ability to discharge it worthily. In 
its execution we believe that we can 
promise diligence and vigilance ; and 
we shall endeavour not to transgress 
the prescriptions: of decorun, the 
laws of candor, nor the demands of 
christian meekness. With all this, 
however, we believe it to be perfect. 
ly consistent to say, that it will be 
matter of little concern to us in what 
class of living literary merit the name 
may be enrolled, or in what niche of 
the temple of fame the statue may be 
found, of him who has touched ir. 
reverently the hallowed depository of 
God’s revealed will—In the best man- 
ner we can, we will withstand his 
audacity, expose his impiety, and in- 
vest him with his proper character: 
for we believe with Young, the 
“with the talents of an angel a ma 
may be a fool.” Those who symp: 
thize with heretics and infidels will 
in vain endeavour to turn us from our 
purpose. Our work is sacred and we 
dare not slight it—Our responsibility 
is not only to man but to God.” 


ANGLING has received consid. 
erable additions, among which 
are a couple of very diverting 
anecdotes. One related by Dr. 
Franklin is as follows :— 


** That setting out from Philadel- 
phia at six o’clock on a,summer’s 
morning, to go about 15 miles, he 
passed a brook, where a gentleman 
was angling ; he inquired what sport, 
and was told none ; but, added the 
gentleman, I have only been here t? 
hours. The doctor continued his 
journey, and on his return in the eve! 
ing found the angler at the same sp% 
and repeated his inquiry; very 
sport was the reply : the query W® 
naturally resumed by asking how many 
fish he had caught ? None at all, a 
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swered the gentl¢man, but about the 
middle ofthe day I had amost glori- 
ous nibble.” 

Many errors are corrected in 
the tables, and calculations un- 
der the ar. ’2 ANNUITIES. 

In this pa:: of the second vol- 
ume, besides what have been no- 
ticed already, the following ar- 
ticles in geography are new ; 
viz. Amien, Amul, Anarghia, 
Andover, Mass. and Angelo, 
Monte San. Inthesame branch 
the following have received ad. 
x ditions; viz. Amack, Amasia, 

Amiens, Amirante, Amu, Am- 
uskeag falls, Androscoggin, An- 
gara, Angers, and Anjengo. 
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On other subjects the following 
are new ; Viz. Ambury, Amphi- 
tane, and Animal life; andthe 
following have received addi. 
tions ; viz. Amnios, liquor of, 
Amplification, Amyris, Anasa- 
ria, Andromeda, Anemometer, 
Angelo, Michael, Anglocalvinist, 
Anchinga, Animation suspended, 
Annotto, and Anodyne. 

We were sorry not to find 
any account of AMADIS DE 
Gaut in its place, as it is so 
frequently mentioned in writers, 
and yet so little is known of if 
in this country. 

(End of Vol II. p. I) 
To be continued. 








UNITED STATES. 
CENT SOCIETY. 


Tue progress of the Cent Society is 
pleasing to all who wish well to the 
missionary interest. To encourage 
benevolent ladies to continue their 
liberality, we inform them, that the 
board of trustees, at their session in 
May last, appointed a committee to 
dispose of the books belonging to 
the Society, agreeably to the inten- 
| jen of the donors. Some hundreds 
of Bibles, Testaments, Dr. Watts’ 
Psalms and Hymns, Watts’ Divine 
Songs for children, many school 
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books, &c. have also been purchased 
with the cent money, which have been, 
or which will be, sent, mto the wil- 
derness for the benefit of those poor 
families and persons, who are sup- 
posed not to possess such valuable 
books. The committee are deter- 
mined to execute their commissjon 
with unremitting exertions, until éy- 
ery cENT of this generous ruND 
shall be disposed of for the accom- 
plishment of the friendly wishes of 
those pious females, whose hearts are 
open to afford relief to those inhabi- 
tants on our frontiers, who they hope 
will esteem the Bible to he a most 
precious treasure. 


List of sundry donations from Ladies to the Cent Society. 1808. 





Sc. 
By the Rev. Dr. Emmons, from ladies in Franklin : - : 17 32 
a“ Rev. William Burnham, do from West Parish in Bradford 20 36 
‘rom Mrs. Green, in Carlisle . - - - - - - 50 
Mrs. Olive Howe and ladies in Hopkinton — - - : ee ee 
Mrs. Elizabeth Eaton and do. in Framingham - - - 5 84 
By the Rev. Jacob Norton, from do. in Weymouth - - - 5 50 
Rev. Dr. Parish, from do. in Byfield - - - - - 11 41 
Rev. Samuel Worcester, from do. in Salem - - - 16 138 

Rey. Dr. Spring, from do. in Newburyport - - - 35 58. 
frem do. - - - - - 3 90 


———— 
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By the Rev. Paul Litchfield, from do. in Carlisle - e ««#-3 
Rev. James Jenkins, from do. Ist Parish, Scituate - - 5 1 
Rev. Mr. Prentiss, from do. in Medfield. “ - - - 10 


From ladies in Newton, 2d Parish . 


By the Rey. Samuel Austin, from do. in Worcester . - - 18 66 


From ladies in Walpole - - 


By the Rev. Timothy Dickenson do. : in Holliston - : 


By the Rev. Mr. Barker, from do. in Middleborough - - ee of 


From Mrs. Emerson, do. in Beverly . “ . 63 6) 
By the Rev. Mr. Burr, from do. in Sandwich - - - - 17 5 
From ladies in Marblehead - - - - . 16 6) 
By the Rev. Mr. Long, from do. in Milford — - . hie Bh - 31 
Rey. Mr. Howe, from do. in Hopkinton - - - - 3 12 
Rey. Samuel Niles, from do. in Abington - - : - 45 
from do. in Pembroke : - - 16 16 
from do.in Hanover~ - - - - 24) 
from do. in Bridgewater - - - 5 
By the Rev. Joseph Goff, from ladies in Sutton - - - =~ 3@ 
J. W. Seabury from do. in Taunton - - - - 15 
Mrs. Cleveland, do. in Wrentham - - - - ~ 6 | 
James Baker, do. Dorchester - - - - - 10 3) 
Mrs. Sophia Walker, do. Danvers - - - - - 216 
Rev. Jonathan Strong, do. Randolph - - - - 4 
Rey. Elisha Fisk, do. Wrentham - - - - - 3H 
From ladies in Boston - - - - - - - - 73 
$ 439 81 
Number of Books from do. - - - . - - 3 73 
From ten ladies 1 in Boston, to be laid out in Bibles - - - 20 
F459 6 





Avr a meeting of the society for 
promoting the knowledge of the sa- 
cred scriptures and the practice of 
ihe gospel doctrine, resolved to make 
the following publication : 

Solicitous to forward the object of 
theirfassociation, the society publish- 
ed, near the close of 1806, a state- 
ment of the general principles on 
which they have united, and invited 
their christian brethren of all denom- 
inations to co-operate with them in 
the important cause of diffusing di- 
vine knowledge, and promoting the 
practice of gospel virtue. At the 
same time they proposed for discus- 
sion several questions, the correct so- 
lution of which was considered sub- 
servient to the general object, and 
the answers to which were request- 
ed by the first day of December, 1808. 

} o communications,however, were 
received, which accorded with the 
rules contained in the proposal; nor, 
in any answer was the discussion 
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managed in that manner and pursued 
to that extent, which might hare 
been expected in atreatise designed 
for the press, and which ought 0 
combine all the principal ideas i 
volved in the elucidation of the su 
ject. | 
The society, therefore, renew the! 
proposal of the same questions, up®! 
which the answers are expecte 
before the first day of December 
1808, ina fair, legible hand, copied 
by another, with a symbolum, * 
usual, the author’s name written ” 
a separate sealed paper, superscribe 
with the symbolum of his dissert* 
tion, and forwarded, with the disse!’ 
tation free of postage, to the Rev. Jol! 
Sherman, secretary of the society: 
1. What are the principal caus 
of the increasing fanaticism, nth’ 
siasm and infidelity within the limi 
of the middle and eastern States’ 
2. What are the most potent rem 
dies for these moral diseases? 
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5. In what manner may these rem- 
edies be most successfully applied ? 

The crowned dissertation upon 
these questions shall be published, 
and the author shall receive a premi- 
um of fifty dollars. The second shall 
be noticed with an accesset. 

Members of the society, who may 
write upon the subject, shall sign 
their dissertations with their proper 
names, without being candidates for 
the prize. 

The society also propose the fol- 
lowing questions for 1809, under the 
same stipulation : 

What degree of knowledge in Ori- 
ental and Greek literature, jewish 
antiquities and ecclesiastical history, 
is requisite to qualify a minister of 
the gospel to silence the cavils and 
successfully refute the objections of 
ancient and modern infidels, against 
the jewish and christian revelations ? 

In view of the obvious utility of 
candid and luminous ans wers to these 
questions, the society earnestly soli- 
cit the aid of their enlightened chris- 
tian brethren, and twndulge the fond 
hope, that those who have leisure 
will generously exert their abilities 
to elucidate these subjects for the 
benefit of the christian cause. 

By order of the society, 
Joun SHERMAN, Sec’ry. 
Trenton, Oneida, N.Y. March 1, 1808. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 

Tre fourteenth general meeting of 
the London Missionary Society, was 
held in London on the 11th, 12th, and 
13th of May, 1808. 

The usual course of religious ex- 
ercises was performed, the particu- 
lar account of which, in the London 
Evangelical Magazine, closes as fol- 
lows— 

** Such was the fourteenth gene- 
ral meeting of the society,—a season 
of sacred delight to many thousands ; 
affording many opportunities of lively 
devotion, and of receiving much re- 
ligious instruction; exciting an in- 
creasing and affectionate regard to 
that divine system of saving truth, 
which they labor to diffuse among 
the heathen; giving occasion for 
the exercise of christian compassion 
to the souls of men; and presenting 
such an opportunity of delightful in- 
tercourse among believers, from var 
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rious parts of the world, as rarely oc- 
curs on any other occasion; and which 
gives a new impulse to that zeal for 
the honor of the Divine Redeemer, 
which, we trust, will prove one of 
the instruments of extending his 
kingdom throughout the world. 





Letter from Pomare, King of Otaheite, 
to the Missionary Soctety. 


** Matavae, Otaheite, Fan. 1st, 1807. 
** FRIENDS, 

‘IT wish you every blessing, friends, 
in your residence in your country, 
with success in teaching this bad 
land, this foolish land, this wicked 
land, this land which is ignorant of 
good, this land that knoweth not the 
true God, this regardless land. 

** Friends, I wish you health and 
prosperity, may I also live, and may 
Jchovah save us all. 

** Friends, with respect to your 
letter you wrote to me, [have this to 
say to you, that your business with 
me, and your wishes I fully consent 
to, and shall consequently banish 
Oro, and send him to Raeatea. 

** Friends, I do therefore believe 
and shall obey your word. 

“Friends, I hope you also will 
consent to my request, which is this, 
I wish you to send a great number of 
men, women, and children here. 

‘** Friends, send also property, and. 
cloth for us, and we also will adopt 
English customs— 

** Friends, send also plenty of mus- 
kets and powder, for wars are fre- 
quent in our country—should I be 
killed, you will have nothing in Ta- 
hete ; do not come here when I am 
dead ; Tahete is aregardless country, 
and should I die with sickness, do 
not come here. This also I wish, 
that you would send me all the curi- 
ous things that you have in Eng- 
land—Also send me every thing ne- 
cessary for writing. Paper, ink, and 
pens in abundance, let no writing 
utensil be wanting— 

*“* Friends, I have done, and have 
nothing at all more to ask you for. 
As for your desire to instruct Ta- 
hete, *tis what I fully acquiesce in. 
*Tis a common tling for people not 
to understand ac first, but your ob- 
ject is good, and I fully consent to it, 
and shall cast off all evil customs. 
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“What I say is truth, and no lic, 
it is the real truth— 

‘This is all I have to write, I 
have done. 

** Friends, write to mc, that I may 
Know what you have to say— 

**Iwish you life, and every blessing. 
May I also live, and may Jehovah 
save us all— 
“ Pomare, King of Tahete, &c. Ge. 

“© For my friends the Missionary So- 
ciety, London. 





ABSTRACT OF THE FOURTH RE- 
PORT OF THE BRITISH AND FOR- 
EIGN BIBLE SOCIETY 
In the last report, the committee 

noticed the pleasing effects produced 

on the continent by this society, not- 
withstanding the war. They have 
since been gratified with information, 
that the Bible Society at Basle was 
laboring with assiduity in the print- 
ing both of the Old and New Testa- 
ment. They have also learnt that a 
considerable addition to the funds of 
that society was expected. At Ber- 
lin, notwithstanding the prevalence 
of general distress, and the pressure 
of extreme poverty, the fifty-sixth 
sheet of the Bohemian Bible was 
printed in May, 1807. The total in- 
terruption of all correspondence with 
the continent, since that time, has 
deprived the committee of any fur- 
ther information either from Basle or 

Berlin, or’ from Petersburgh or Estho- 

nia. © Nearly the whole edition of 

the Icelandic version of the New 

Testament, consisting of 5000 cop- 

ies, of which 2000 were printed at 

the society’s expense, was dispatched 
to Iceland in the spring of last year, 
and consigned to persons who would 
feel themselves deeply interested in 
the proper distribution of it. The 
state of Iceland renders this intelli- 
gence particularly interesting : the 
scriptures are highly esteemed by 
the common people there, and are 
read whenever they can be obtained, 
in their domestic worship, in prefer- 
ence to all other books ; but copies 
had become so scarce, that they 
could not be purchased at any price. 

The five hundred copies of the New 

Testament, intended for the bishop 

of that island, were detained for a 

vessel destined for the place of his 

r@Sidence, and were in Copenhagen 


during the bombardment, but escap- 
ed the flames which destroyed the 
greatest part of the building in 
which thev were deposited. The in. 
tention of the committee to promote 
an edition of the entire scriptures in 
Icelandic, has been suspended by the 
war between this country and Den. 
mark. The society, its object, and 
operations, have at the same time the 
cordial approbation of the Danish So- 
ciety for promoting the Gospel, and 
of that established at Stockholm pre 
Fide et Christianismo. And this af- 
fords the hope of their co-operation 
whenever peace shall be restored. 

The committee have received sev- 
eral communications relative to the 
translating and printing of the scrip- 
tures in the Calmuck dialect. From 
these it appears that a small portion 
of the scriptures had been translated 
into that dialect by some ministers of 
the United Brethren at Sarepta ; that 
proper types for printing it could be 
procured at a moderate charge, at 
Petersburgh ; and that nothing was 
wanting but the assistance of the so- 
ciety to promote this work. The 
committee have granted the sum re- 
quired for procuring types, being 
about sixty pounds ; and have recom- 
mended to the ministers to proceed 
in translating entire books of the 
New Testament, promising further 
assistance in proportion to their pro- 
rTCSS. 

The 400 Bibles-and 200 Testaments 
sent from Halle for the use of the 
German colonies on the Wolga, ar- 
rived safe at Petersburgh; and the 
emperor of Russia has graciously ex- 
empted them from the heavy duty on 
the importation of bound books. The 
communication of this intended sup- 
ply was received on the Wolga with 
the most lively demonstrations of joy 
and gratitude both by ministers and 
people. 

The 500 copies of the gospel of St. 
John in the Mohawk language have 
been received by the Mohawks, with 
grateful acknowledgments; and the 
committee have directed 500 copies 
more ‘to be sent to captain Norton, 
with a recommendation to him to 
proceed in completing the translation 
of the New Testament in the Mo 
hawk language. 

The committee have it under co? 
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sideration to print an edition of the 
Tamulian* version of the scriptures ; 
and they have sent to Bengal 500 Bi- 
bles and 1000 Testaments, for sale or 
gratuitous distribution to the army 
and navy, and other poor Europeans. 
They have also resolved that 250 
German Bibles and 500 German New 
Testaments be sent from Halle to the 
German missionaries in India for the 
like purpose. They have dispatched 
700 copies of the New Testament in 
Spanish to Gibraltar, for distribution 
among the Spaniards. The commit- 
tee have reason to believe they would 
be received, as they have information 
that 600 Spanish Testaments, that 
had been transmitted to Monte Video, 
had been sought for with avidity by 
the inhabitants of that country. A 
large supply of English Bibles and 
New Testaments has been sent to 
Gibraltar for the use of the garrison. 
Three hundred Testaments have been 
dispatched to Sierra Leone and Go- 
ree ; and a much larger number con- 
signed to the care of the Rev. Mr. 
* The Tamulian is the language 
spoken in the southern parts of the In- 
dian peninsula. 
t Extract of a Letter from Monte Video, 
dated Sept. 3, 1807. 


“I have dately enjoyed wery great 


facilities for the distribution of the New 


Testaments. I have within the last 
month distributed upwards of 200, all 
which are spread about, and many of 
them leagues up the country. I could 
easily have disposed of many more, had 
I possessed them, as almost every cus- 
tomer for the last three weeks made a 
point of asking for a “‘ Biblita.” Even 
priests have come for them ; and gone 
so far as to recommend them to Span- 
zards as good and fair copies in my 
hearing. One of these has paid me 
several visits ; one of which, on a Sab- 
bath morning, occupied a considerable 
portion of time, in discoursing on this 
work, and religious subjects in general. 
He stated that this was the only copy of 
the scriptures in the Spanish tongue ex- 
tant in Monte Video or the surrounding 
continent ; and that upon giving it an 
examination by the Latin, he Sa it 
a pure and correct copy of the ancient 
text, without any reference made to 


catholic questions: this surprised him 
wot a little.” 
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Marsden, for the benefit of the con- 
victs in New South Wales. S. D. 
Street, Esq. senior master in chancery 
for the province of New Brunswick, 
has taken charge ofa numberof Bibles 
and New Testaments for that pro- 
vince, where they were much wanted. 

The printing of an edition of the 
scriptures in Arabic, and of the New 
Testament in modern Greek, has en- 
gaged the attention of the committee. 

The editions of the scriptures in 
Welsh and Gaelic have been com- 
pleted. Applications have been al- 
ready received for more than halt 
the impression; and the whole will 
probably be called for. Five hundred 
Gaelic Bibles and 800 New Testa- 
ments have been sent to Nova Scotia 
and Canada for sale, or gratuitous 
distribution among the poor High- 
landers in that part of the world. 

The committee, since their last 
Report, have received information 
which has induced them to suspend 
all measures witha view to an edi- 
tion of the scriptures in Irish. They 
have however granted a further sup- 
ply of English ‘Testaments and Bibles 
to seventy-four flourishing Sunday 
schools in Ireland, consisting of about 
4000 scholars, who were in much 
want of them, at half the cost prices. 
They have also given a member of 
this society 1000 New Testaments for 
distribution in Ireland; and have 
voted a supply to a Roman catholic 
school in the same country. 

The committee have sincere grati- 
fication in reporting that The Dublin 
Bible Society (now The Hibernian Bi- 
ble Society) has received considerable 
patronage ; and they have endeav- 
oured to promote its object by a do- 
nation of 100/. Another Bible Soci- 
ety has been formed at Cork, under 
the presidency of the diocesan of that. 
county ; to which a donation of 100/ 
has also been presented. 

Seven thousand copies of the 
French Testament have been voted 
to the French prisoners of war. The 
German soldiers and poor natives of 
Germany, in different parts of Eng- 
land and Ireland, have been amply 
supplied ; several copies of the scrip-/ 
tures have been sent to the sufferers 
by the fire at Chudleigh in Devon- 
shire ; an addition has been made to 
the former donations of the scriptures 
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to the prisoners in Newgate and oth- 
er jails; a supply has been sent for 
the use of numerous female convicts 
sailing to New South Wales; anda 
grant has been made to the Refuge 
tor the Destitute. 

The society has received during 
the last year the same liberal support 
as formerly. The contributions from 
Scotland have been very ample. The 
association in London for contribut- 
ing to its funds, have continued their 
active exertions with increased effect. 
And the augmentation from congre- 
gational collections and from the lib- 
erality of individuals has been con- 
siderable. The names of the arch- 
bishop of Cashel and of lord Headly, 
are added to the vice-presidents of 
the society. 

The accession of valuable books to 
the library of the society has been 
considerable ; and, by the continu- 
ance of the same liberality, the com- 
mittee trust that the society will in 
time possess a collection of the scrip- 
tures in various languages, as wellas 
of other biblical works, which will 
prove of the greatest utility, not only 
to the society in publishing the scrip- 
tures, but to such of the subscribers 
as may have occasion to consult them. 

In consequence of the vast increase 
of the business of the institution, the 
committee have found it necessary to 
make a fresh arrangement with re- 
spect to their depositary, which is 
now placed under the charge of a 
bookseller, Mr. Leonard Renton See- 
levy, No. 169, Fleet street, to whom 
all future orders must be sent. Mr. 
Smith continues to act as collector 
and accountant. 

In closing their Report the com- 
mittee observe, ‘‘ that the benefits of 
an institution which provides conso- 
lation for the unhappy prisoners of 
war, the means of comfort and refor- 
mation for the victims of the laws of 
their country, and of moral and re- 
ligious improvement to thousands 
of their fellow creatures in so many 
parts of the world, cannot be too 
highly estimated. The weight of 
this last observation will be sensibly 
perceived, if we extend our view to 
the effects produced by the example 
and encouragement of the society in 
exciting an ardent zeal of co-opera- 
tion with its efforts both within and 


without the united kingdom. Your 
committee lament that the prospect 
of a most extensive circulation of the 
scriptures on the continent, which 
was opened to their view, should for 
atime have been overcast; but they 
have the consolation to know that the 
active exertions of the friends 0 
christianity in Germany, Denmark, 
Prussia, Switzerland, and other parts, 
have not entirely subsided ; and that 
they only wait the return of a more 
prosperous period to resume them 
with redoubled vigor. 

**On the whole, the committee look 
forward with anxiety tothe day when 
‘the deaf shall hear the words of the 
book, and the eyes of the blind shall 
see out of obscurity and out of dark- 
ness.” 

‘In the mean time, blest as we 
are by the mercies of Providence, in 
an exemption from the calamities 
which have overwhelmed the nations 
of Europe, let the observation of a 
correspondent, ‘ to do good whilst 
we have the opportunity,’ make its 
due impression upon us, and stimu- 
late our exertions to promote the ob- 
ject of our association in the circula- 
tion of the holy scriptures, till ¢ all 
the ends of the world shall remem. 
ber, and turn unto the Lord, and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 





GENERAL UNION OF INDEPEND 
ENTS. 


On Wednesday, May, 18, a ser- 
mon was delivered at the Rev. Mr 
Wall’s, Moortields, London, before 
the members and friends of the 
Union, by the Rev. Dr. Williams of 
Rotherham. The text, Phil. i. 27. 
‘‘That ye stand fast in one spirit, 
with one mind, striving together for 
the faith of the gospel.” In this dis- 
course the preacher, 1. Considered 
the general grounds of christian una- 
nimity ;—2. Stated the nature of the 
congregational union intended ;—3. 
The principal objects proposed by 
it;—4. The best mode of effecting 
the ends in view ;—and, 5. Its pe- 
culiar advantages. Each of these 
particulars was amplified in 
able manner; and the whole tended 
strongly to recommend the union 
proposed. Mr. Bogue prayed before 
the sermon, and Mr. Cooke after 
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When the service was concluded, 
the society proceeded to business ; 
Mr. Steven, the treasurer, in the 
chair. A Report was read by the 
Rev. T. Hill, one of the secretaries, 
stating the proceedings of the com- 
mittee during the past year, and the 
gradual additions which had been 
made to the union of ministers or 
churches. We were glad to find, 
that several articles included in the 
objects of the union, which had been 
objected to by various friends, were 
given up; and the principal objects, 
the spread of the gospel in destitute 
places, and the encouragement of col- 
lecting cases by needful regulations, 
more distinctly and fully stated. The 
plan, as improved, will shortly be 
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printed, and dispersed among the 
ministers of this denomination. 

The thanks of the meeting were 
voted to Dr. Williams for his ser- 
mon; and he was requested to print 
the same. Thanks were also voted 
to the treasurer, secretaries, and 
committee. The Rev. Mr. Buck was 


chosen joint secretary with Mr. Hill; . 


and a new committee of twelve min- 
isters and twenty-four lay gentlemen, 
for the following year, was chosen. 
The business of the meeting was 
conducted in the most harmonious 
manner; and the prospect of the es- 
tablishment, progress, and usefulness 
of the union, appeared to afford gen- 
eral satisfaction. Evan. Mag: 








LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


NEW ORIGINAL WORKS 
PRINTED. 

Three dissertations on Boylston 
prize questions, for the years 1806 
and 1807. By George Cheyne Shat- 
tuck,M.D. Being the dissertations 
to which the Boylston prize ques- 
tions were adjudged. To which is 
prefixed the public account of their 
adjudication. Boston ; Belcher and 
Armstrong. 

A Sermon delivered at Hallowell, 
before the Maine Missionary Society, 
at their anniversary, June 15, 1808. 
By Jonathan Scott, v. p. m. pastor of 
the first church in Minott. Hallow- 
ell; N. Cheever, printer. 

An Address of the General Asso- 
ciation of Connecticut, to the congre- 
gational ministers and churches of 
the State, on the importance of united 
endeavours to revive gospel dicipline. 
Litchfield ; Hosmer & Goodwin. 

American Law Journal and Mis- 
cellaneous Repertory, conducted by 
John E. Hall, Esq. of Baltimore. Two 
numbers published, price one dollar 
pernumber. Boston; Farrand, Mal- 
lory, & Co. and Wm. P. Farrand & Co. 
Philadelphia, 1808. 

Reports of the Trials of Col. Aaron 
Burr, late Vice President of the U- 
nited States, for treason and for mis- 


demeanor, in preparing the means of 
a military expedition against Mexico, 
&c. in the circuit court of the United 
States, at Richmond, 1807. To which 
is added an appendix, containing the 
arguments and evidence made use of 
to commit A. Burr, H. Blannerhasset, 
and J. Smith, to be sent for trial to 
the state of Kentucky, for treason or 
misdemeanor, alledged to be commit- 
ted there. Taken in short hand, by 
David Robertson, counsellor at law, 
intwo volumes. The first only is yet 
published, which sells at 3 dollars in 
boards. Philadelphia; Hopkins & 
Earle, 1808. 

Fatal Revenge ; or the Family of 
Montorio. A romance. By Dennis 
Jasper Murphy. Intwovols. New 
York ; i». Longworth, 1808. 

A Selection of Psalms and Hymns, 
embracing all the varieties of subjects 
and metre, suitable for private devo- 
tion and the worship ofchurches. By 
William.Emerson, a. M. pastor of the 
first church in Boston. Munroe, 


‘Francis, & Parker. 1808. 


Reports of cases argued and de- 
termined in the supreme court of ju- 
dicature and the court for the trial of 
Impeachments and the Correction of 
Errors in the state of New York, No. 
1 and 2 of the 3d vol. containing the. 
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cases in the supreme court for Feb- 
ruary and May terms, 1808. New 
York ; Isaac Riley. 

Easts’ Reports of Cases argued 
and determined in the court of King’s 
Bench. Vol. viii. London edition. 
Farrand, Mallory & Co. Boston. 


NEW EDITIONS. 


A new Gazetteer of the Eastern 
Continent ; or a Geograghical Dic- 
tionary: contaiming in alphabetical or- 
cer, adescription of all the countries, 
kingdoms, states, cities, towns, prin- 
cipal rivers, lakes, harbors,mountains, 
&c. &c. in Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
with their adjacent islands ; carefully 
compiled from the best authorities. 
By Jedidiah Morse, p. p. A. A.S.S. U.S. 
author of the American Universal Ge- 
ography and American Gazetteer ; 
and Elijah Parish, p. p. pastor of the 
ehurch in Byefield, Newbury.  Il- 
Tustrated with maps, and accompa- 
nied by anew andelegant general at- 
las of the world, containing in a sep- 
arate volume, sixty-three maps, and 
comprising ali the new discoveries to 
the presenttime. Designed as asec- 
ond volume to the American Ga- 
zetter. Second edition, enlarged and 
enriched with information of the late 
remarkable changes in the Eastern 
Continent. Boston; Thomas & An- 
drews. July, 1808. 

Enfield’s Speaker, 12 mo. price 1 
doilar, from the last London edition 
with considerable additions. Boston ; 
Joseph Larkin. 

The Kingdom of Christ; a Mission- 
ary Sermon, preached before the 
ceneral assembly of the Presbyterian 
church in Philadelphia, May 23, 1805. 
By Edward D. Griffin, a. m. one of 
the pastors of the presbyterian church 
m Newark, New Jersey. Philadel- 
phia, printed; Newburyport, re- 
printed, for Samuel Dole. 1808. 

A Sermon preached before the 
general assembly of the presbyterian 
ehurch in the United States of Amer- 
ica; by appointment of their standing 
committee of missions, May 19, 1806. 
By Eliphalet Nott, p. p. President of 
Union college, in the state of New 
York. Philadelphia, printed ; New- 
buryport, reprinted, for Samuel Dole. 
1808. 

The Military Companion ; being a 
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system of company discipline, found. 
ed on the regulations of Baron Steu- 
ben, late Major-General and Inspec. 
tor-General of the United States. 
Containing the manual exercise, fac. 
ings, steps, turnings, wheelings, 
miscellaneous evolutions and firings, 
Together with the duty of officers 
and privates. Designed for the use 
of the militia. Second edition, with 
additions and improvements, illus. 
trated by handsome copper-plates of 
company evolutions. Thomas and 
Whipple, booksellers, Newburyport, 
publishers and proprietors, of the 
copy-right. 

A Key to the Classical Pronuncia. 
tion of Greek, Latin and Scripture, 
proper names : in which the words 
are accented and divided into sylla. 
bles exactly as they onght to be pro. 
nounced. To which are added, Ter 
minational Vocabularies of Hebrew, 
Greek,and Latin proper names. Con. 
cluding with observations on. the 
Greek and Latin accent and quantity 
By John Walker, author of the Crit. 
cal Pronouncing Dictionary, &e. Far. 
rand, Mallory, and Co, Suflolk Build. 
ings. 1808. 

‘* Marmion,” a Tale of Flodden 
Field. By Sir Walter Scott, author 
of ** Lay of the Last Minstrel.” 2 
vols. 12 mo. at §1 75. The import. 
ed copy sells for § 10 50. Boston, 
Farrand, Mallory & Co. and Hop- 
kins & Earle, Philadelphia. 1808. 








WORKS PROPOSED. 

Hopkins & Earle of Philadelphia, 
have issued proposals for printing 
the History of the World, from the 
reign of Alexander to that of Augus- 
tus. Comprehending the latter ages 
of European Greece, and the history 
of the Greek kingdoms in Asia and 
Africa, from their foundation to theit 
destruction ; with a preliminary sur- 
vey of Alexander’s conquests, and an 
estimate of his plans for their consol- 
idation and improvement. By John 
Gillus, .. Lt. p. This work seems 
intended by Dr. Gillies, as a ‘second 
part” of his history of Ancient Greece, 
embracing a period of three hun- 
dred years, including the reign of 
the Conqueror Alexander (‘the most 
brilliant era of Greece,”) and the 
growth,ascendancy, and consolidation 
tion of the power of Rome ; perhaps 
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the most important period in the an- 
nals of mankind.” It will be com- 
prised in three vols. 8vo. of 460 pages 
each, and furnished to subscribers at 
seven dollars in sheep. 

George W. Woodman, of New- 
Bedford, proposes publishing that 
valuable and scarce book, entitled, 
«‘ Thoughts on Religion, and other 
Important Subjects ; newly trans- 
lated from the French of Blaise Pas- 
eal. To which are added, memoirs 
of his life and writings. Tobe com- 
prised in one vol. 8vo. of about 400 
pages, on a fine wove paper, and de- 
livered to subscribers at two doliars. 

Hopkins and Earle, Philadelphia, 
and Farrand, Mallory, and Co. Bos- 
ton, have issued proposals for pub- 
lishing a system of Exchange opera- 
tions between the principal places of 
Europe. Containing the names and 


divisions of the different monies ; the 
usances of Bills; the times of grace, 
payMent, protest, and the course of 
exchange between relative places in 
Europe, as respectively established ; 
the manner in which their respec- 
tive accounts are kept, and the man- 
ner of reducing bank to current mo- 
ney; with a reciprocal deduction of 
the diflerent monies calculated upon 
the order of exchange, &c. In the 
manner of the French system of Jo- 
seph Rene Ruelle, by Peter Kuhn, 
jun. Esq. late consul of the United 
States of America, near the repub- 
lic of Liguria. To which will be add- 
ed, the weights, qualities, and names 
of all current coins, foreign and an- 
cient, &c. kc. It will appear ona fine 
wove paper, in an 8vo. size of between 
3 and 400 pages, and delivered to 
subscribers, in boards at four dollars. 


THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION. 


Andover, Sept. 23, 1808. 

Tuis day, the THEOLOGICAL IN- 
STITUTION, established inthis town, 
was opened with the following ap- 
propriate solemnities. ‘The morning 
exercises commenced with a prayer, 
by the Rev. Mr. Frencu. ‘This 
was followed by an historical sum- 
mary of the rise and progress of Phil- 
lips Academy, by Dr. Pearson. 
After this the constitution of the The- 
ological seminary was read by Dr. 
PEARSON ; the statutes of the Asso- 
ciate Founders, by Rev. Dr. Morse; 
and the additional statutes of the 
Founders, by Rey. Mr. Dana of 
Newburyport. 

In the afternoon divine service was 
opened witha prayer, by Rev. Mr. 
Dana. <A sermon was preached by 
Rev. Dr. Dwicur from Matt. xiil. 
52. ** Then said he unto them, There- 
foree very scribe, which is instructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a man that is an householder, 
which bringeth forth out of his trea- 
sure things new and old.” To this 
succeeded the ordination of Dr. 
Pearson. The consecrating prayer, 
by Rev. Dr. Sprinc ; the charge by 
Rev. Mr. Frencu ; and the right 
hand of fellowship by Rey. Dr. 
Morse. After the ordination was 
finished, the creed was read by Rev. 
Dr. Spring, and repeated and sub- 
scribed bythe professors. Rev. Dr. 

EARSON was then declared to be a 
Professer im this institution, amd in: 


vested with the rights of office, by 
Dr. Dwicurt; and Rev. LEonarp 
W oops, by Dr. PEaRsoON. 

Professor Woops then delivered 
his tmaugural oration, On the Glory 
and Excellency of the Gospel. Professor 
Pearson, in consequence of ill health 
and fatigue, was obliged to decline 
delivering his oration. 

The solemnities were concluded 
with a prayer by Dr. Dwicur. 

The several pieces of sacred music, 
performed by the Middlesex, Essex 
and Suffolk Musical Associations,and 
other respectable gentlemen both ef 
the clergy and laity, who politely gave 
their assistance in the solemnities of 
the day, were very highly gratifying 
tothe audience. The anthem, which 
closed the whole, one of the first mu- 
sical compositions, was sung in a 
manner equally honorable to the piece 
and to’ the performers. 

_The assembly convened from vari- 
ous parts of our country on this novel 
and interesting occasion was numer- 
ous and highly respectable. The day 
was delightful ; and the satisfaction, 
generally expressed, gave great plea- 
sure to the friends of the institution. 

This auspicious commencement ot 
an institution, so important to the in- 
terests of religion and our country, 
will, we hope, prove a bright morning 
of a prosperous day. 

(cP The performances of the day, 
we understand, are to be published. 
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Au! whythis long and ling’ring pain? 
Why do I seek repose in vain? 

In vain I close mine eyes ; 

In vain I court thee, balmy sleep, 
Restless and pale I lie and weep, 

Whilst gentle slumber flies. 
These tedious days and nights of grief, 
These months of woe and no relief, 

Ah! when will they be gone ? 
Whenshall I greetthee,smilingpeace, 
When will my hours of sighing cease ? 

And when will pleasure dawn ? 
Alas! the choicest balm no more, 
Can this my wasting flesh restore ; 

I must resign my breath: 

No more the healing art can give 
This dying frame a power to live, 

Or stay the hand of Death. 
Adieu, my friends, a long adieu, 

To peace, to friendship, and to you: 

Ah! cruel fate of mine ! 

MustIbe snatch’d from allthings dear, 
From eich and every comfort here ? 

Yes, I must all resign. 

No more the sun with cheering ray 
Looks down from heaven t’ illume 
the day ; 

To me in vain he smiles. 
Darkness and death my peace control, 
Anddrearygloom o’erwhelms my soul, 

And ev’ry pleasure spoils. 

But what, shall 1,a worm, complain ? 

Or charge my God withcounsels vain? 
And shall I then repine ? 

Afraid to die, too vile to live, 

My Gop, a trembling wretch forgive, 

And let thy mercy shine. 

O for some soothing voice from heav’n, 
** Daughter, thy sins are all forgiv’n, 
‘“*Thy crimes are wash’d away ;” 
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Then would I close in peace mine eyes, 
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And soar to some superior skies, 

Where shines eternal day. 

But can so vile a sinner find 
A just and holy God so kind ? 

And can I trust his grace ? 

Yes, my Redeemer lives, he lives, 
Joy to my soul, my hope revives, 

I see his smiling face. 

Clear as the sun in skies serene, 
The parting clouds he looks between 
And bids my fears remove. 
With pleasure now I trust his grace, 

And long to end my mortal race, 
To share his richest love. 
No more can death my soul surprise, 
My steady faith on God relies, 
And all is peace of mind. 
I see no more in things below, 
To tempt my stay ; with joy I go, 

And leave them all behind. 

Adieu my friends, a long adieu, 
I leave the joys of earth with you, 

I seek a heav’nly prize. 

May you in Jesus too be found, 
And, when the trump of God shal 
sound, 

In his blest image rise. 
Farewell, my child, and partner dear; 
If ought on earth could keep me here, 

*T would be my love for you. 
But Jesus calls my soul away, 
Jesus forbids a longer stay, 

My dearest friends adieu. 
Thus Mart1anne with rapture sung; 
Thus flow’d the music of her tongue; 

She clos’d her eyes in peace. 
The spirit leaves the house of clay, 
To realms of bliss she wings her way, 

Where sighs and sorrows cease. 


——a 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tue second and concluding num- 
ber of N. E. on the Apocryphal books 
has been mislaid. We regret it, and 
must ask for another copy if the au- 
thor can conveniently furnish it. 

Dr. Kendall’s remarks on our re- 
view of his ordination sermon, which 
should have been addressed to the 
Eprrors and notto the ** Reviewer,” 
were received too late for this num- 


ber. We shall insert them in our 
next ; though this indulgence must 
not be drawn into precedent for our 
future conduct. We reserve to our 
selves the right to admit or reject fu- 
ture strictures, which may be made 
on our reviews. 

Several communications receive? 
are under consideration. 












